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Hersey, John The Child Buyer 
Knopf. Sept. 26,1960. 258p. $4.00. (IIb) 

Mr. Hersey not formula novelist, any reader 
should this time know. different The Wall 
was from Bell for Adano, and The Marmot Drive 
from either those and from Single Pebble and 
The War Lover, this latest novel different from any 
and all the foregoing novels theme and construction. 
is, effect, critique our present educational 


Editor: Grady, S.J. Associate Editors: Leonard Wolf, Ph.D.; Eugene Willging; Helen Butler, Ph.D. 
Contributing Editors: John Coppinger; George Grauel, Ph.D.; Paul Kiniery, Ph.D.; Frank O’Gorman, 


BEST SELLERS published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Ist and 15th each month. 
Subscription price: $4.00; Canadian and Foreign: $4.50. Single Copies, cents. Syndicate Subscription, $15.00, gives 
tight reprinting classifications and separate reviews, condition that the source acknowledge. Entered second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the Post Office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879. Copyright, 
1960, the University Scranton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


standards and practices and the hysteria that seems 
have gripped some educationists when was brought 
home them and the nation that something must 
very wrong with the whole schooling system because 
Russian scientists boosted “sputnik” into space and took 
pictures the far side the moon. the basic hypo- 
thesis this tale highly improbable, has the ter- 
rifying verisimiltude possibility that made George 
Orwell’s 1984 chilling experience. 
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Barry Rudd ten-year-old phenomenon, potential 
genius, fat and clumsy boy who the despair his 
mechanic father and the pride his slovenly mother 
who desperately yearns for refinement and culture; 
also the protege Dr. Frederika Grozar, principal 
the Lincoln elementary school the town Pecquot, 
(presumably Connecticut), who independent 
minded genius sorts herself, outspoken woman 
with more degrees her credit than she has fingers 
both hands and still content remain the com- 
parative obscurity Pecquot. What sets everyone 
going the advent Mr. Wissey Jones whose purpose 
search for United Lymphomilloid Corporation. 
wants buy Barry and send him headquarters for 
treatment, and the ensuing hugger-mugger, which 
includes midnight attack the Rudd tenement flat, 
bribery the school Guidance officer, tantalizing offers 
cash and other rewards the harried parents, 
Senate Investigation committee calls all the principals 
before series hearings which Mr. Hersey re- 
ports, “from the records” tells his story. The fate 
awaiting the ill-starred ten-year-old should accept 
and his parents agree the sale his potential talent 
but inhumanly efficient any device dreamed 
for Brave New World. Your sympathies will 
aroused for young Barry, annoyingly precocious 
times, and against the conniving adults around 
him. Meantime, you will have been treated some 
wonderful common sense about the educative process 
Dr. Gozar, likely enough speaking for Mr. Hersey. 
What the outcome this extraordinary novel, which 
one must warn will not every reader’s dish camo- 
mile, must fairness leave those who relish 
different, provocative and stimulating novel discover 
for themselves. Certainly, The Child Buyer deserves 
the attention all serious and mature adults. 


Grady, S.J. 


Gold, Herbert Therefore Told 
Dial. Sept. 29, 1960. 256p. $3.95. (IIb) 


From age fifteen age nineteen there grew pre- 
war Cleveland’s suburban Lakewood number boys 
and girls who went the same school, palled around 
together, and got into various adventures, none them 
world-shaking even important enough seriously 
noted their elders. But mostly Mr. Gold con- 
cerned with Danny Berman, skinny, inquisitive and 
almost monumentally thick-skinned times, argumen- 
tative others; with Danny’s pal, the fat lad called 
Juicer Montague, who has 162, (Danny’s 
149); and Tom Moss, the less intellectual but somehow 
more intelligent member the trio. The fourth im- 
portant male lead the father the girl Danny most 
admires, Mr. Euclid Masters, who painfully anti- 
Semitic boorishly polite and elephantine manner 
and who comes close being the villain the 
piece any. There are course various young ladies 
their acquaintance with whom the boys are enam- 
ored more less various times: the aforementioned 
Eva Masters, Lucille Lake (who plays the harp), Pattie 
Donahue, Rosalie Fallon. And Danny’s parents serve 
kind chorus the episodes growing up. 


many ways tender and amusing tale, accurate jp. 
deed its dialogue and the invention its ming 
crises, hardly seemed necessary send the three 
out furtive evening visit prostitute; 
Danny’s almost seduction the almost willing 
another blotch what might have been 
funny and wise recall time lost the golden 


youth. 
F.G. 


Bauer, Florence Marvyne Lady Besieged 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 12,1960. $4.95. (IIb) 
Marriage brought Lady Delysea her title, and husband 
considerably older than herself. Lord Henry 
good man, but inept, and put too much trust his 
villainous bailiff, Tom Watts. When rode 
the wars Spain with John Gaunt, the North 
Country manor left his wife’s capable hands was 
the downgrade, and the serfs were sullen and 
troublesome. Lady Delysea, young, beautiful, 
mantic yet practical person, decided restore the 
manor and better the lot the serfs. 


One can imagine that for the reader facile historical 
romances, (this one the XIVth Century, 
dentally), Lady Delysea would most satisfactory 
heroine. First, she actually did get the manor and the 
serfs their and this part fairly 
Second, she had the good fortune survive Lord 
Henry, whom she had remained faithful spite 
the allure the handsome young Sir Alan Broadman, 
(who sneaks scene shortly after Lord Henry’s 
parture); and capture Sir Alan novel’s end 
virtuous second marriage. And third, person 
pronounced Wycliffite tendencies, she manages not 
quite leave the Church. Something here for every- 
one, almost. 


There’s much more the plot than this, course: 
jealous relatives lusting after the manorial inheritance 
conspire against Lady Delysea; Sir Alan, our heroine 
half suspects, the manor shady business; Tom 
Watts almost succeeds murdering Lady Delysea once 
she has exposed his dishonesty with Lord Henry’s ac- 
counts; and on. But the end all the wicked folk 
have either reformed had their comeuppance, and 
all the good folk have begun live happily ever after. 
This state affairs, light historical romance, 
not necessarily bad. The author must credited with 
investing her characters with medicum reality, and 
with having researched the period which she 
And there scant depth the novel, 
medieval flavor does prevail the surface. 


makes Lady Besieged distasteful reading its 
didactic quality. is, among other things, 
hostile the faith. For Lady Delysea, whom the 
Church and the Sacraments have little meaning, 
really bit blue stocking. When the Archbishop 
visits the manor—a wily and arrogant man 
sure Lady Delysea wins moral victories over him. 
She passes judgment the Church, the priests, 
faith. She finds attending Mass, (at the strict 
tion the Archbishop who has caught her with 
English version the Bible), not bad all 
certain priest turns out pleasant and kind. She 
is, fact, avant-garde Protestant setting the record 


readers. 
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William The Emerald Whaler 


Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 12,1960. 239p. $3.95. (Ila) 


This story based actual planned rescue Irish 
political prisoners penal colony Australia, and 
the retelling this story Mr. Laubenstein will keep 
areader the edge his chair until has finished 
The time shortly after the Irish uprising 1865, 
when numbers Irishmen were transported Her 
(Victoria’s) prisons “down under.” The 
Boston, with the assistance “secret committee” who 
enlist the aid Captain George Anthony New Bed- 
ford, master the whaling ship “Catalpa.” The 
len yoyage from New England Fremantle, southwest- 
Australia where the six political prisoners are being 
tore held, takes two years marked struggles with the ele- 
ments, mutinies, food shortages, and several chases 
whales. During the hazardous voyage, John Breslin 
ry, appeared Fremantle posing rich Yankee 
isfactory and manages, with the help Father Mc- 
and the Cabe, the parish priest the town, get word the 
Lord Readers who are nailbiters will really chew they see 
spite carefully made plans fall apart the fate the six 
prisoners batted around like shuttlecock the 
ry’s prison officials and subject the whimsical 
end moods the weather Captain Anthony tries 
erson bring his ship close the preselected cove. Even after 
ges the rescue effected there still remains 
escape from English gunboat set pursuit the 
“Catalpa.” When the Captain reasonably wants 
course: profitable whaling the return trip, the Irish 
will have none and the Catalpa runs into New 
heroine harbor amid shouts acclaim from liberty-loving 
Tom Americans. 
once End papers give excellent map the “Catalpa’s” 
ry’s voyage. The story well documented and deserves 
folk place alongside another classic Irish escape, that 
ce, and John Boyle O’Reilly told Seek for Hero William 
Schofield. 
Brother Gerald Edward, 
with Silver Spring, Maryland 
certain Auchincloss, Louis The House Five Talents 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 369p. $4.50. (IIb) 
its This roman-fleuve the saga the wealthy Millinders 
tract told Augusta, granddaughter old Julius, who 
the founded the family fortune. Grandpa (Julius) was 
German immigrant, who married the daughter 
bishop Connecticut storekeeper. Grandpa was businessman 
variety; did not make his money one area 
him. industry. bought and sold businesses, traded, cor- 
ts, the the market; achieved tremendous wealth and 
shady reputation. Augusta’s memoirs be- 
ith most concretely 1886 when Grandpa suffered his 
She law, and the old gentleman did not get along. Augusta’s 


record famma was afraid that Fred Millinder and his wife 
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Aunt Daisy would inherit the bulk Grandpa’s estate; 
and, indeed, they did. Augusta’s father, however, re- 
ceived handsome sum. Augusta watched Grandpa’s 
funeral cortege move down Fifth Avenue. 


Newport the Nineties was gorgeous spot. There 
Lancey Bell pursued Augusta’s beauteous sister Cora; 
but Cora was dull listless creature, completely unin- 
terested the intelligent young architect. Much 
Augusta’s astonishment Cora rejected the dashing Bell 
and married pleasant but mediocre French nobleman. 
Lancey made his feelings felt but went off Rome and 
Florence enhance his professional knowledge. Mrs. 
Bell, Lancey’s mother, and Augusta became quite 
friendly, Mrs. Bell, when dying, made Augusta promise 
that she would marry Lancey—if should ever ask 
for her hand. Mrs. Bell extracted somewhat similar 
promise from her son: was ask for Augusta’s 
hand. The proposal was made and accepted; the en- 
gagement prepared and announced, but Augusta came 
believe that Lancey was not really love with her; 
was simply keeping promise his mother. Ac- 
cordingly, she terminated the engagement; and this act 
was her last opportunity for marriage. Augusta was 
self-willed, blunt, plain, and always fearful that men 
were only interested her for her money. 


After the broken engagement Augusta took courses 
Columbia and came know her bachelor brother 
Bertie. She watched Lucius, her first cousin, discover 
and reveal the business failings his father. She fol- 
lowed her Mamma’s development significent art 
collection, and then, witnessed the break-up her 
parents’ marriage. She became close friend 
charming widow, Mrs. Ione Locke. Augusta endeav- 
ored usurp Ione’s time and company; she was fright- 
fully surprised when Ione married Bertie, the bachelor 
brother. time Ione had affair with Sandy Herron; 
later, after Bertie’s death she married exceedingly 
wealthy man, whose millions were not disagreeable 
his personality. 


Augusta soon took cver the management the favorite 
nephew, Lydig. Lydig, rich and talented, made 
unhappy marriage and was killed while mountain 
climbing Nepal. Oswald, Lydig’s younger brother, 
now comes into prominence. gets unlucky ac- 
tress pregnant and forced marry her through 
Augusta’s insistence. The marriage failure, and 
Oswald eventually becomes 
traveller. There are other tales, cousins, aunts 
and uncles; Augusta survives and completes the mem- 
ories. 

This novel has all the ingredients best seller. 
well-written, generally interesting, and has polished, 
urbane approach which most commonly associated 
with the British novel. Mr. Auchincloss old 
campaigner, and knows his trade. The American 
novelist and his usually abject novel could learn 
great deal from study Auchincloss’s technique and 
civilized style. The House Five Talents certainly 
not great work, but good, competent craftman- 
ship. One wishes that Mr. Auchincloss would less 
episcodic—the book falls into most pleasant units and 
sections, but lacks over-all narrative pull. One 
wishes, too, that Mr. Auchincloss would follow An- 
thony Trollope more and Frances Parkinson Keyes less. 
But, all all, this well-told story and certainly 
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deserving general recommendation the average 


reader. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
St. John’s University, 
New York, New York 


West, Anthony The Trend 
Random House. Aug. 30, 1960. 474p. $4.95. (IIb) 
The principal character (one could hardly call him 
“hero” “protagonist”) The Trend descants 
thus his maturing son birthday time: 
But the place has changed. It’ll never the same 
again for me. You’re too young know what regrets are. 
You don’t know what find that you’ve lost some- 
thing never get back. It’s not exactly embittering, 
but it’s saddening. gives you odd feeling powerless- 
ness and futility. Still there’s use crying over spilt milk.” 
Gavin Hatfield, the would-be Nietzschean, least 
financial sense, makes would-be Zarathustrian speeches 
more and more often grows older. begins 
wonder more and more about what going on, what 
has gone and whether has meaning not, the 
elder Hatfield slips down from Nietzsche Sartre with 
neither the power the one nor the understanding 
the other. All has learned that his life has been 
big fat encounter with nothingness, and the existenti- 
alist’s “void” really all there except, perhaps, for 
little kindness here and there. 
breaking through the old New England conservatism 
his rather patrician, down-to-the-last-trust-fund 
family, Gavin Hatfield swashbuckles his way his first 
million before thirty. swaps dry cod for frying 
catfish resurrecting Florida town the Gulf coast 
from the post-World War doldrums. marries 
Ilona, another refugee from the poor but proud. Gavin 
seems have fallen truly love with her but she, 
alas! has married him only for his money and after 
three children she takes drink because she cannot 
rid herself the feeling that she million-dollar 
whore (which course she is). 


The whole thing mystery Gavin; but his children 
especially overwhelm him the mystery being. 
Young Thomas becomes ruthless and heartless 
starts pile his first million. Mary runs off with 
Negro Air Force Officer. Bogey, the spoiledest the 
spoiled brat battalion, takes with character who 
knocks her around and makes her come crawling for 
her beatnik love. 

took about forty fifty pages get Gavin rich and 
married. Another seventy-five take him through 
World War and the Air Force and most remarkable 
English girl who gets him over his fear cashing in. 
The rest the four hundred pages are devoted the 
disintegration the world Gavin Hatfield. the 
time discovers that doing good good, (now 
there’s shocker for you!), that sex needs love and vice 
versa, (get your Ethics textbooks out quick!), the only 
non-existential remnant him his lasting belief 
kindness. Life hammers everybody into some sort 
shape, the novel seems say, and anticlimax all anti- 
climaxes, its conclusion (if any) seems this: the 
best can nice the other fellow because 
also under the hammer. Monumental self-pity 
follows upon the prior achievement financial power 
and the acquisition the enviable position where one 
can afford nice. 


Best 


The Trend has been done thousands tims 
generation comes, generation goes. The old 
way the new. Change brings conflict and 
etc., etc. What distinguishes this novel from 
thousands before perhaps its finer writing 
places, its air maturity; but don’t worry folks, 
the realities “life” alright. Nor does by-pa 
the pain growing up. entertainment level 
pretty low despite the occasional romps 
various beds and it’s hard see how 


worth $4.95. 
Fordham University 


Grierson, Edward Dark Torrent 
Doubleday. Sept. $3.95. (Ila) 


The annals literature uphold the claim that 
causes usually command the support the best 
British history the Jacobite cause offers 
point. Even Queen Victoria, who owed her 
the downfall the Jacobites, owned 
liking for Jacobite songs and ballads and whiled 
many evening listening her body servant, John 
Brown, singing them for her. The Dark Torrent 
Glencoe, unluckily, only vaguely pro-Jacobite 
happens, only vaguely good book. Edward 
son undertakes develop novel around singk 
episode occurring the reign William II, the 
sacre the MacDonalds Glencoe, event atro 
cious character that achieved precisely the 
effect was meant achieve. time when 
tish enthusiasm for the cause James was waning 
William’s inhumane order “put all the sword 
under seventy,” Glencoe, shocked the Scots thor 
oughly they rallied the Jacobite cause with grim 
vigor and enthusiasm they had not shown before. 


There something companionable about 
book. One feels has come upon tested 
friend, Scott’s Scotland, the England Henry 
Blackmore’s Doone Valley. The scenes laid England 
are carefully detailed, (even elaborately, recal 
the somewhat unnecessary but certainly thoroughgoing 
description Claremount’s Essex seat); one cannot 
truly say they lack verisimilitude. But Grierson’ 
detailing Scotland and the environs 
which most successfully recreates the 
mood that must have prevailed that fatal 
during the dim winter season 
tenant Jamie Campbell dispatches himself London 
futile effort win the MacDonalds pardon, the 
reader’s heart, perversely, does not with him. 
welfare MacDonalds; but, more than that, the 
edge that the massacre did take place schedule nevet 
stays hidden and Jamie’s intrigues seem but 
wasted time, keeping him from Fiona, and exposing him 
the all too available charms the king’s 
Yet Jamie’s occasional bedroom lapses are never dwelt 
for their own sake. sort submits being 
ravished, were, for sake the cause. wil 
leave coverlet unturned help out the MacDonalds 
These interludes are made serve the reader usef 

turn also. Without might not quite 
whether the book was written the twentieth century, 
the eighteenth. For all its lack originality, how 
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wer, Dark Torrent Glencoe lively, impelling, and 
researched. Having written several hun- 
dred pages the same era himself, the reviewer knows 
the Jacobite world when sees it. 


Although Grierson carefully accounts for all plot com- 
the story’s end, his book still leaves the 
with unsolved mystery. Jacket and title 
page identify the author Edward Grierson; the spine 
the book itself credits authorship “Stevenson.” 
Could that William Orange still has occa- 
sonal saboteur service? 

John McAleer, Ph.D., 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Durrell, Lawrence The Black Book 
Dutton. Sept. 14,1960. 250p. $4.95. 

The book quasi-novel written the author 
Clea, Mountolive, Justine and Balthazar, books which 
have received much attention these days. The Black 
Book actually predates all these volumes; was written 
twenty years ago. that time was published the 
Obelisk Press Paris, which seems the former 
name the Olympia Press, which specializes the 
and off beat. The Black Book, along with Tropic 
Cancer Henry Miller, (also published the 
Obelisk Press), were banned from the 


The reason for mentioning Tropic Cancer that 
there direct connection between the two books. 
The type language (the four letter words) com- 
mon; the message revolt common; the outlook 
life common. Durrell says the foreword The 
Black Book, reader will discern the influence 
Tropic Cancer many passages The Black Book.” 
The Black Book. fact sent the only typescript 
the novel Henry Miller, asking for his opinion 
and telling him pitch the text into the Seine when 
had read it. This would not and his 
encouragement that the book was later printed 
The story the book concerns life flea bag hotel 
London with its residents, male and female, young and 
old, none them normal,—all viewed through the 
eves Lawrence Lucifer, the first person writer. 
detailed diary written “Death” Gregory, 
jormer resident; this extensively quoted, much 
that “Death” becomes the principal character. There 
isnothing the way plot; there minimum 
action; and yet, such the skill the writer, that the 
book maintains very gripping interest. 

The style the book the style the above men- 
tioned quartet brilliant words, magic descriptions, 
rapid change scene. (Durrell says that found 
himself while writing this book.) The book actually 
Corfu. had fled there from the 
English Death (convention all things but especially 
literature). one sentence the Regina 
Hotel London; the next holding his wife’s hands 
(for courage) Corfu. Obviously this book for 
the individual who likes his books written according 
the old rules simplicity diction, clearness, and unity 
action. 


Some mention must made the vulgar and obscene 


229 


language. Twenty years ago this was not tolerated 
books; today, while not routine, not the way 
have book banned. Compared Battlecry, which 
widely available our libraries, Black Book not 
much worse. regard the description love 
scenes, Black Book would compare with Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar, which widely accepted. The fact that The 
Black Book being published reputable American 
publisher, shows how our viewpoint has changed. 


The book contains some passages which are blasphem- 
ous. For example one section when Lucifer 
ruminating mood, considers that Christ might have 
been born prostitute. There another objection- 
able section concerning Mary Magdalen. 


This difficult book evaluate with symbol 
classification. adult book its very nature. 
child could not understand three consecutive words. 
not book with pornographic appeal, although there 
much sex the book. The words that are used and 
the method treatment are vague and idealized, 
(for want better word), that the story seems ane- 
mic compared the average drug store best seller. The 
book surely threat religion our culture. 
Anyone with mentality understand Durrell, would 
not person influenced his musings and 
enthusiasms. the other side the picture the 
book has much offer. There wealth language 
which dazzling. There ability take the most 
ordinary things life and drain them the core,— 
simple ride the country becomes event which 
rivals Balboa’s viewing the mighty Pacific. defi- 
nitely not book condemned; yet unfortunately 
cannot recommended. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Roche, Mazo Morning Jalna 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Sept. 14, 1960. 298p. $4.00. 
Mazo Roche story teller makes demands 
the reader, for she interested merely telling 
light, pleasant story with serenity and simplicity. 


Morning Jalna, the setting the homestead Jalna 
Lake Ontario; and the time the beginning the 
American Civil War. Plotting always more inter- 
est Mazo Roche than theme; but usual, 
great steadfastness, sense fundamental security, 
comfortable ordinariness, family life based affec- 
tion the theme. 


The story opens with introduction the Whiteoaks 
family—Adeline and Philip and their children, shy, 
maturing Augusta, her brothers Nicholas, Ernest, and 
baby Philip. Into this family Jalna, come friends 
from South Carolina—the Sinclairs—with three slaves. 
Curtis Sinclair, agent the Southern Confederacy, 
plans conduct raids across the border with the object 
destroying Northern shipping the Great Lakes. 
The Whiteoaks are play passive part; allow Sin- 
clair receive certain members the underground 
group Jalna. 


Nothing much comes this, for Sinclair soon cap- 
tured and released. While plots and counter-plots 
were planned, Madigan the Irish tutor the White- 
oaks children weds Amelia (busybody) Busby, neigh- 
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bor’s daughter, and deserts her three days after the 
wedding. Meanwhile, the Sinclair’s Mulatto slave girl, 
Belle, wooed and won another neighbor’s half- 
breed servant, Tite. 

There suspense, and little surprise the narrative. 
The characters—types all them—run true form. 
Adeline, the Irish wife and mother, bursts into tears 
both good news and bad. The half-breed with “white 
teeth and thin lips” rears himself “like cobra pre- 
pared strike.” Madigan (what name!) moody, 
irresponsible man. Little Ernest always says “My eye.” 

The children are naughty, get punished, run away from 
home, are almost drowned, are saved the nick 
time, and all forgiven. The entire family then sail 
for England and meet the Sinclairs again the ship. 
was smooth and sunny voyage,” and lo, ended. 


For those who wish escape quickly from world 
confusion the loveliest all worlds where everything 
works out just fine, this the ticket. 

Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Hale, Nancy The Pattern Perfection 
Little, Brown. Sept. 15, 1960. 248p. $4.00. 


All but two these thirteen stiries have appeared 
The New Yorker. Vignettes rather than stories, their 
style chic any fashion editor’s comments Lady, 
the magazine which Vera Major works for the story, 
Curious Lapse. Their messages, summarized under 
one head, would read: “Career girls! Stay unmarried. 
Spinsterhood sad, but sadder still ‘the possibility 
that you may suffering entirely from background 
middle-class morality.’ Better remain single, and 
Auden puts it, ‘Read the New Yorker; trust 


God; And take short views’. 


For these characters, “life difficult:” innocent chil- 
dren, offspring widowed, divorced, unfit parents, 
suffer from the problems manufactured the adult 
world—Entrance into Life, Outside, Flotsam; mother- 
love and housewifely-love suffer traumatic experiences 
until epiphany sets things right—A Slow Boat 
China, The King Fancy’s Daughter; old maids are 
unhappy because selfish, domineering, elderly rela- 
tives—A Summer’s Long Dream, Other Gods; 
uprooting from one’s native soil requires difficult adjust- 
ments woman’s pattern thinking—The Pattern 
Perfection, New Place, Penthouse; parents 
not understand the love problems their young daugh- 
Haunting, Rich People. Miss Hale, from the 
woman’s point view, tries paint her portraits 
psychological depth, but she defeated the attempt, 
for her limited experience can only create artificial 
people who have few psyschological problems worth 
probing. That perhaps why the one successful story, 
Curious Lapse, successful. deals with New 
York fashion editor who visits with former associate 
the latter’s nouveau riche Virginia farm. Each 
woman desperately jealous the other’s accomplish- 
ments, and their efforts out-fashion each other, 
they compromise cordial hate. The situation 
palpably false the pretense their false faces, and 
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merely requires fixed phrase characterize then, 
Here social satire that generally lacking the othe 
stories. 


masculine prejudices may showing, but I’ve 
surfeit too much James and Austen. Their 
turbed characters, mostly female, seem always th: 
verge wanting the bathroom, but they 
quite manage make it. Miss Hale’s characters, 
dated include suburban living and the influence 
popular song modern living, seem molded 
tradition. The author’s talents are good for the sort 
thing she tries do—urbanity, unsentimental 
straint dealing with emotional states, 
ness and ambiguity plot resolution. However, she 
the wife Fredson Bowers, renowned scholar who 
specializes Elizabethan drama and revenge plays. 
such, her husband should have introduced her the 
great masculine women, the Duchess Malfi and Vit 
toria Corombona, and stories with action. 


John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Campbell, Michael Peter Pery 
Orion Press. Sept. 203p. $3.50. 


Peter Perry delightfully original character, rather 
masculine and mischievous old lady, who moves 
Dublin’s theatrical circles. see her through the eyes 
her nephew Roy, who comes stay with her the 
book opens. With Roy, can only guess the 
ences this woman has had her past. get 
sketchy account her life from Peter herself and quite 
different account letter written Roy his 
father. know that short and unsuccessful career 
the stage her background and also husband, 
who deserted her. The husband, Captain Perry, Peter 
describes “probably the finest gymnast the British 
Army.” Roy’s father describes him runt 
man,” who married Peter for her non-existent money. 


But whatever about Peter Perry’s past, her present 
certainly very interesting one. She great admirer 
Tommy Kinsella, who, she says, the finest 
median the British Isles. She always has box 
the theatre order see him and even follows his 
show Galway the other end the country. But 
spite her admiration for Tommy she delights 
inviting Gerry Sullivan, actor whom particularly 
dislikes, party Tommy’s honor. fact she 
seems delight inviting the same party, people 
who don’t find each other’s company congenial. When 
Roy voices the opinion that this “bit odd 
party,” she replies, “What’s party for?” Bit bit 
discover with Roy that all sorts odd things are quite 
order when one living with Peter. 


However, spite being admitted Peter’s hous 
and listening her endless and interesting 
tions, one gets the feeling that don’t know the 
Peter all. That even her closest friends don’t really 
know her. Even when her husband appears have 
returned again her shell seems crack 
doesn’t. She remains from when first meet her until 
part from her entertaining, intriguing, 
able, eccentric and rather likable person, who 
gether puzzle us. 
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character well sketched Mr. Campbell, but 
her many friends and acquaintances. meet 
Mrs. Keogh, who comes daily the cleaning and 
stays gossip. From her Peter picks inter- 
bits information about her friends. There are 
Tommy Kinsella and Gerry Sullivan and Dilly Bender, 
worships both them. There are Graham Jeffares, 
insurance man and Norah Sheehy, novelist 
whom everyone afraid account her satirical pen. 
These and other characters provide wonderfully varied 
background and the author manipulates skillfully. 


The Dublin which the author knows comes across well 
The gloom Trinity College and its snobbishness, 
the stately old beauty Fitzwilliam Square, the peace 
Stephen’s Green. And also get wonderful taste 
“the constant unenpectedness Dublin conversa- 
This generally get the Dublin bars, but 
that does not take from its charm. 


Mr. Campbell has written very entertaining book. 
course cannot take all too seriously, but 
probably did not mean that. the author can 
equal excel this first novel, will waiting for 
his second. 

Mairin Elias, 

Garwood, New Jersey 


These Same Hills 
Knopf. Sept. 252p. $2.95. 


Mr. Zietlow’s literary debut provokes immediate recol- 
Catcher the Rye well comparison 
with The Old Man and the Sea and Faulkner’s hunting 
With contemporary setting the Badlands 
South Dakota, uses paired protagonists who contrast 
the old order with the new: old Randolph, trapper 
futilely struggling preserve pioneer ways and values; 
young Jim, his protege, growing through adolescent con- 
fusion about college, marriage, conflicting parental ad- 
vice, and impulsive but unsure inclination toward his 
mentor’s way life. 

This division interest makes Zietlow’s story less ex- 
dusively study adolescence than Salinger’s and also 
less psychologically comprehensive. compensation 
the novelette offers the contrasting view old man 
whose youthful shyness courtship left him lonely 
life regret and defeat that nature becomes re- 
for companionship. Rudolph’s rival not 
the sea but the Middle Border with all 
droughts, and uncertainties well smart old 
coyote that defies all his traps. 

jim, one four seniors Pinnacle High School and 
oldest the Heiss children, frequently tempted 
school favor his line traps along the Bar 
Table. His father encourages this outdoor life, but 
mother Clara trapping demeaning before the neigh- 
bors and inferior college aspiration. Jim’s visits 
with Rudolph, course, work against Clara, but event- 
ually she prevails upon her son, with great reluctance, 
abandon his traps. 

This decision comes just when the old man had invited 
all-out effort against wily coyote that has 
been elusively ruining their sets. One Rudolph’s 
traps catches the coyote, which drags free from the 
stake. Despite imminent blizzard, Rudolph follows 
the trail obsessive pursuit across the wasteland. 
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The high point chapter recounting the trapper’s 
blindly stubborn tracking the wounded animal, which 
has become symbol evil seeking escape the 
Devil’s Backyard. Rudolph loses his horse, his gun, his 
quarry, and finally even his life the struggle. 


Five days later, member searching party, Jim 
reaches his solution. feels deserted Rudolph, 
whose simplicity contrasts with the sham 
life, but resolves follow the lesson not letting 
himself ruled circumstance. this sureness 
about forming his own destiny, resignedly turns from 
trapping college. 


story mood utilizing ordinary people, since 
allows coverup gripping incident colorful char- 
acter, courageous challenge for beginning writer. 
That Mr. Zietlow falls short Salinger and Heming- 
way, therefore, sign failure. Rudolph and Jim 
are interesting figures with individual problems con- 
sequence even though they not take heroic 
elemental universality. Brevity works against the read- 
er’s perceiving this fact except upon reflective judgment, 
however, also compensates for the lack action; 
and mature readers should respect the general compe- 
tence the book. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Gaskin, Catherine Corporation Wife 
Doubleday. Sept. 9,1960. 356p. $4.50. (Ila) 


The theme this novel revolves around the lives 
four women: Laura, the beautiful, empty and un- 
talented wife the Company president; Harriet, the 
well-bred, dominated daughter the previous owner 
the Shellac Company; Sally, the young eager wife 
very junior executive; and Jeannie, the earnest, sen- 
suous daughter the village handyman. Burnham 
Falls, the locale, characteristic many small towns 
the Hudson River which are too far from New York 
City popular commuting centers and thus slowly, 
the past fifty years, have been the decline. The 
arrival Amtex Industries, Inc., this sleepy little 
town brings the promise entirely different but 
much more prosperous way life and with the more 
complex society thriving factory center. Catherine 
Gaskin provides the reader with clear insight into the 
women who marry men large corporation and 
what duties and loyalties are expected them well 
their husbands. 


The four women this story are sharply contrasted. 
Laura Peters would always dream the theater and her 
one success actress, while her days Burnham 
Falls are spent with impatience and little liking for the 
place. Peters had married Laura not for love and 
wifely characteristics but serve decorative hostess 
and assist him his rise the corporation. 
made effort understand this shallow woman 
whom could easily have led; instead, overlooked 
her frailties until she was completely lost and desperate. 
Harriet was Joe Carpenter’s daughter and the town 
this was special distinction. Joe had owned the main 
industry Burnham Falls; but the business was not 
successful enough save the village’s economy. Thus 
Steve, who had inherited the company 
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marriage Harriet, was forced make the decision 
bringing big business into Burnham Falls This move 
thrust Harriet into the new scheme things well 
keeping her prominent the old social scale. 
Sally Redmond came this rural community from 
small apartment New York City and her eyes 
everything here had rosy tint; but she had rude 
awakening before long when the Redmonds were omit- 
ted from party for failing observe all the rigid 
functions corporation life. Sally learned that 
individualist disastrous and that she loves her 
husband and wants his success she must become “cor- 
poration wife.” The fourth and last woman the 
novel Jeannie Talbot, who loves and dearly loved 
the old community where her family were original 
settlers. Despite financial reverses, Jeannie has de- 
sire leave Burnham Falls and her dreams the 
future all center here. The coming the Amtex 
Industries holds only heartbreak for the Talbots and 
Jeannie finally that her only salvation lies 
leaving her hometown and seeking independence and 
security elsewhere. Thus, Jeannie reverses Sally’s pat- 
tern and goes New York City. 
Corporation Wife obviously the kind novel that 
will appeal more women than men. But well 
written and pleasure read because is, mercifully, 
free constant sexual descriptions and from obscene 
vocabulary many American authors seem think 
essential modern fiction. 

Leona Aebischer, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


The Trial Begins 


Tertz, Abram 
Pantheon. Sept. 128p. $2.95. (Ila) 

Russian novels are often characterized after the manner 
Dostoevski and, currently, Boris Pasternak. The 
Trial Begins, short novel smuggled from Russia 


Paris, continues that characterization. The author’s 
identity, for obvious reasons, secret. The main action, 
according the translator, takes place the last part 
Stalin’s life. The mood sombre, philosophic. 
There are two levels: one the plot activity; the other 
the philosophy which struggles find meaning for 
life Communism. There are sections this tale 
which will bring mind George Orwell’s famous book. 
All all is, can hope, view the Russian mind, 
not yet bereft God. 


The style can graphic, “one letter (of captured 
manuscript)—I think was s—flicked its tail and 
tried wriggle out, but deftly caught it, tore off its 
legs, and squashed with his fingernail.” can 
slow down the moody reverie lovers wondering 
what life all about. 


Globov, City Public Prosecutor, works novel’s open- 
ing abortion case. His wife, Marina, beautiful, 
gay and unfaithful. Later Globov learns, his sorrow, 
that the aborted child was his and hers. His son 
another woman named Seryozha. young 
intellectual striving probe for answers which Com- 
munism won’t give. young girl, Katya, devoted 
him, will join reckless thought and planning which 
leads condemnation “The Trial.” 

There are trenchant observations. I’m worried 
about, tell the truth, God” says citizen Rabinovich 
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while discussing Hydrogen warfare. The Jesuits 
are once again given the credit for coining the maxin, 
now accepted fully Communism, that the end 
tifies the means. During Seryozha’s trial, the 
gator points Russian crowds and explains 
you’re condemned.” Modern Soviet trial 
leaps mind. 


This little novel shot through with religious 
and, properly, ends that way—with puny 
raising dagger with crucifix handle, and crying 
“in the Name God! the help God. 
place God. Against God.” much 
literature bears witness, this small story echoes the 
for faith which still murmurs the Russian heart. 
Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


MacDonald, John The End the Night 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 29, 1960. 237p. 
Mr. MacDonald, author flock paperback mys 
teries, has undoubtedly done his best work date 
his latest opus, The End the Night. Throughout the 
novel reveals remarkable ability elevate the 
murder mystery the level more mature presen- 
tation and analysis the psychological factors under- 
lying crime and the criminal. occasionally des 
cends succumbing the temptation’ sensational- 
ism, the overall effect quite creditable. 

Using extremely interesting flashback technique, 
begins his story the end, the day the execution 
the brutal and perverse Wolf-Pack killers who had 
terrorized the entire southern part the country 
their savage spree. relies great extent the 
detailed memoranda the Defense Attorney, Riker 
Deems Owen, and the Death House Diary Kirby 
Stassen, one the members the unholy alliance. 
the process succeeds admirably getting inside 
the four participants the senseless, unpremeditated 
kidnappings and killings, plotting the chance occur 
rences which bring these strange associates together, 
and staging the focal scene the novel, the wild 
episode Monroe. 


The cast characters includes minimum 
typing. There Sander Golden, the mastermind the 
group, vicious, cruel, and search “kicks,” young 
man “with sharp sallow features, mousy, thinning hair, 
bright eyes intense blue behind bulky, loose-fitting 
spectacles,” whose speech “is curious mixture the 
beatnik, psychiatric jargon and curious, sometimes 
striking, similes.” The virtual slave Golden Shack 
Hernandez, huge, grotesque sex maniac who obeys 
his master’s every whim. Sparking the group Nan 
Koslov, the animal-like immigrant girl who has made 
the scene California, joined forces with Golden, and 
become the pleasure principle for the gang moments 
ease. The novelist focuses most sharply Kirby 
Stassen, the sensitive, but doomed college boy drawn 
seemingly uncontrollable forces rendezvous wit 
the other three. Rebounding from disastrous, 
what improbable love affair, caught the 
violence and becomes part it. through Stassen’s 
eyes that the reader sees great deal the meaning 
underlying the web events that constitutes the novel. 
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Together the four, driven liquor, narcotics, and 
series sexual shocks, near classic rampage 
climaxed the kidnapping beautiful, about-to-be- 
married Helen Wister. this incident which 
studied the greatest depth. Possessing notable 
flair for narrative, Mr. MacDonald traces with sure 
hand the events the courtship Helen Wister and 
Dallas Kemp, the preparations for the wedding, the 
circumstances that precipitate the meeting with the 
Wolf-Pack, the kidnapping Helen, and the noble 
attempt Stassen save the girl frim his blood-seeking 
companions. The novel closes with graphic and vig- 
orous recounting the events leading the apprehen- 
sion the four. 


Mr. MacDonald tells good, suspenseful story; 
conveys vividly great deal the excitement surround- 
ing the events the novel clear, crisp, fast-moving 
style. has given breath reality characters 
that might easily have degenerated into crude automata. 


The End the Night strong but almost always 
balanced presentation the anatomy murder. 


John Mahoney, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


William The Glass Rooster 
Doubleday. Sept. 285p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Author judging from his biographical note, 
has the necessary background write the “great novel 


desegregation”; and has tried write such 


novel; but The Glass Rooster unfortunately not 
great novel. The protagonist, Howard Cobb, southern- 
from fictitious Yoder County, has lived and studied 
the North; the book’s opening returning 
his home town Fundy advise the School Board 
his specialty: recreational facilities. finds the atmos- 
phere the town subtly and dangerously changed, 
mostly, would seem, due the talk and writing 
Harmon Beach, outsider from Oklahoma who has 
gotten control the local radio and writes articles for 
the Fundy Bee, finding financially profitable feed 
his audience inflammatory propaganda against the dese- 
gregationist and particularly the Supreme 
Court. Doc Hubbell, proprietor the local drugstore, 
has been ostracized “nigger lover” over trivial 
incident; Howard and his father have public alterca- 
tion over another trivial incident. Howard gets involved 
with Judge Pinckney’s daughter Sallie, once his sweet- 
heart but now married Stanley Rose, Washington 
Jew, and after scene passion and lust sordid 
anything printed the cheapest pulp magazines 
two-bit dreadfuls, walks out her; she, frustrated and 
aroused liquor and lust solicits the son negro 
tenant farmer, Boo, but screams rape the young 
negro’s first touch. This sets off the final climax, the 
formation posse, lynch threats, Howard’s rescue 
the frightened Tommy, and his subsequent plea 
Sallie back Washington and thus free Tommy 
from persecution. 


hard see what useful purpose this novel can 
serve: contributes nothing the solution the 
problem proposes; anything, highlights the insen- 
sate hatred and fear that seem make any solution 
The plot thin, the language vulgar and 
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profane throughout, descending spots the obscene. 
The characters are not true either type them- 
selves. The book ends with the pious wish and hope 
that through wisdom the people the South will 
come understanding what race prejudice 
doing them and that wisdom learn love for their 
fellow man. pious wish that, some day, some 
literary genius will embody that wisdom high class 
novel that will show the way. The Glass Rooster 
certainly not that kind novel. 


Alphonsus 
Newport News, Virginia 


Raddal, Thomas The Governor’s Lady 
Doubleday. Sept. 474p. $4.95. (IIb) 

This latest work fiction the Canadian historian 
and novelist, Thomas Raddal, biographical novel 
that opens 1767 when young John Wentworth re- 
turns from London the newly commissioned Gover- 
nor the Province New Hampshire and Surveyor- 
General His Majesty’s woods America. Sur- 
veyor-General his duty mark and reserve the 
tal! pines destined become masts the royal navy. 
Governor his ambition make good New 
Hampshire’s the backlands, open them 
with new roads and make his province the richest and 
greatest America. plunges into his work with 
loyal and obedient subject the Crown. 


But the biography not much concerned with Gov- 
ernor Johnnie with his Bostonian cousin, Fannie, the 
wife still another cousin, Theodore Atkinson. While 
her husband slowly dying tuberculosis, Fannie, 
who has roving eye, brings bed Governor Johnnie. 
Ten days after her husband’s funeral, dint 
imperative marriage ceremony, Fannie becomes the 
Governor’s Lady. She plunges once into round 
social gaiety Portsmouth’ during the winter and 
Wolfeborough the summer, where Johnnie has built 
great mansion. The Governor busies himself unceas- 
ingly the affairs the province, unmindful the 
intrigues his enemies and the power the revolu- 
tionary forces work. When mob violence breaks 
out, Johnnie sends his wife off England seek haven 
with his friends, while remains Long Island and 
tries raise regiment Loyalist cavalry serve the 
King. When his efforts come naught, rejoins 
Fannie, who, discreetly indiscreet, has been kicking 
her heels among the London beaux. 


the rebels’ prospects ultimate victory wax 
Johnnie’s chagrin and surprise, his own economic and 
political fortunes wane. Finally, order survive, 
compelled accept, reduced income, the minor 
post surveyor-general Nova Scotia. Fannie con- 
tinues her extravagant and philandering ways becoming 
the belle the gay British officers, while receiving the 
cold shoulder from the proper ladies Halifax. During 
one Johnnie’s prolonged trips through the province 
Fannie makes her greatest catch and becomes the mis- 
tress young Prince William. Eventually, his credi- 
tors close in, disillusioned Johnnie compelled once 
again flee England with his fair and frail lady 
the hope recouping his fortunes. After series 
vicissitudes and political disappointments, through the 
intercession Fannie and the good offices Prince 
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William, Johnnie appointed Governor Nova Scotia. 
Joined marriage convenience the pair return 
Halifax glory, Johnnie’s head buzzing with schemes 
for the development the province, Fannie’s hot heart 
bent making the snobbish ladies Halifax eat crow. 


This interesting story, written competent and temp- 
erate style, throws considerable light pre-revolution- 
ary life New Hampshire and post-revolutionary days 
among the loyalist refugees Nova Scotia. The posi- 
tion the Loyalists sympathetically and understand- 
ingly portrayed the person Governor Johnnie, 
who never wavers his fidelity his king. The char- 
acters are plausibly sketched though Johnnie times 
seems bit too much simpleton dealing 
with the hard and ruthless adventuress, who his wife. 
Adults should find the book entertaining and informa- 


tive. 
Edward Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 
Owen, Guy Season Fear 


Random House. Sept. 1960. 337p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Clay Hampton, main character Guy Owen’s first 
novel, quasi-religious fanatic who works North 
Carolina tobacco farm. him live his mother and 
her sister; across the road from them live the Powells, 
father, dying mother, and daughter. 1933, dry 
and hot. Hamp’s friends are Sam Eller and Doll 
Boney, the colored owner neighboring farm. Kurt 
Wiles, ex-convict, believed that Hampton had re- 
ported the Wiles’ still and had helped run Dirk Wiles 
out the country. Purd, Hampton’s brother, had re- 
turned from Florida digup, literally, inheritance 
from his father and get Hamp’s permission invest 
the money orange grove, with invitation 
Hamp come Florida which Hamp declined. 


Hamp’s first mission seemed punish the affair 
between Powell and Naomi. Accordingly, enlisted 
Preacher Frazier help him and after Mrs. Powell’s 
death the Kluxers, led Frazier, beat and drove out 
the other two Powells. Then the Dunes, father, mother 
and daughter, (Laura Dell, 18), moved into the vacated 
house. Hampton, though forty and birthmarked 
mole the size spoon his cheek, had the idea 
courting the When candy salesman came along 
and showed interest Laura Dell, Hamp sent him 
threatening KKK letter and skedaddled. Laura Dell 
led Hamp on, but found out that she despised him. 
Then Kurt comes scene and elopes with Laura, 
whereon Hampton dynamites Kurt’s car and Kurt. 
After that Sheriff Tom Slade haunts Hampton and 
lures him into trap baited with Laura Dell. Hampton 
escapes but wounded and finally shot dead Doll 
Boney, protect Hamp from abuse. 


Well that the story, such is, and the hero early 
shows himself subnormal and reader finds hard 
sympathize with him, even find interest him; 
seems little more than victim voyeurism and 
zealotry. The setting inadequately explained for 
northern readers; the language often vulgar and 
times especially when Hamp gets Mr. 
Powell and Christ confused his mind. There are 
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symbols galore, but they are too pat and 


Skip and save time. 
Joachim Daleiden, 
College St. Mary, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Tracy, Honor Number Thing 
Random House. Sept. 15, 1960. 248p. $3.95. (IIb) 


party Government House Port Spain 
one the most vivid scenes Number 
The fiercely independent West Indians (or “locals” 
the English call them) are fiercely proud 
British-empire titles and their social position; they 
themselves the party being snobbish and 
tic. When the food served, however, their break 
the buffet tables like that animals scenting 
And when some little point social nicety arises 
genteel accent gives way vigorous alley utterance, 
another party, man prominent local society 
addresses beautiful girl language for which any 
Englishman would have his head punched. this 
taken stride the British Trinidad because the 
vogue the pace-setting clique consider the 
crudities and the most deliberate insults evidence 
wonderful naturalness and charming earthiness. 


doubt that any natives Trinidad ever spoke acted 
Honor Tracy’s characters do, and fear that many 
readers, old prejudices asserting themselves, will apt 
think that “this just what those people are.” For 
this reason Miss Tracy’s book may inopportune and 
may real disservice the promotion charity and 
understanding. remains, however, aside from few 
passages, extremely funny book, and one which has 
significance for intelligent audience. does not 
aim primarily satirizing the West Indians; its real 
target the conformist: the Englishman who carefully 
studies the liberal line that may not caught off 
it; the avant-garde reader, writer, editor, socialite, who, 
with newly prevalent misunderstanding the “na 
tives,” praise all the wrong things and throw overboard, 
the interests open-mindedness, all standards 
decency the behavior man towards man. 


Miss Tracy centers her story around Henry Lamb, 
young novelist who the perfect spectator for the 
scenes she creates. sane, sensible, just, objective. 
fact, little strange find him associated with 
the review Torch, but its editor, like many another 
pseudo-intellectual, has come admiration Henry 
means total misunderstanding his novel. 
Henry sent correspondent Trinidad. the 
boat gets thorough dose youthful conformism, 
which has already been introduced his 
posedly individualistic editor. All forward-looking 
people, learns, have certain attitudes and anyone 
who dares differ either old freakish. 


Trinidad Henry makes the mistake reporting what 
sees, Torch does not print any his dispatches, 
the current dogma being that everything about the 
natives beautiful and nothing disorderly. Henry 
continues discount the standing English policy—fixed 
official matters the government and social mat- 
ters tyrannical loses his job, most his 
friends, and, for few moments, even his wits. 
the meantime, has some hilarious adventures. 
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shipped back England without money passport, 
confined tiny cabin; relief comes only through the 
good offices friend, Trinidadian who almost 
fanatical his preaching brotherly love. great 
many people wander and out Henry’s life, all 
them clearly sketched. keeping with Miss Tracy’s 
own policy, the one good religious person very vague 
dogma; the Catholic priest, the other hand, 
employs spies keep watch the Anglican mission. 
Miss Tracy’s animosity towards and ignorance 
Catholicism slightly astonishing. 

general, what Miss Tracy assailing her Waugh- 
like way—and this probably the most accurate fac- 
simile date Waugh production—is the attitude 
that benevolence towards rising nations and their na- 
tionals must based entirely new and false values. 
Many people this book are plainly rude and uncouth; 
perhaps they cannot help being so; but Miss Tracy 
merely says that they should not therefore consid- 
ered original and charming. guilt complex the 
most recently widespread product the British empire. 
Miss Tracy’s glee almost malicious she portrays 
“locals” preserving air bland social converse while 
they take advantage this complex and heap insults 
their British acquaintances. Her barbs are wonder- 
fully placed she pictures ultra-modern thinkers fall- 
ing all over their individuality they bring their atti- 
tudes into line with the rigid standards their set. This 
satire that broad, exaggerated, and, the same 
time, sharp. This story skillfully done. Yet, the war 
for minority rights bitter one, and afraid that 


‘Miss Tracy’s book may hurt the morale the good 


side and lend little comfort the enemy. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Schoenstein, Ralph The Block 
Random House. Sept. 23,1960. 137p. $2.95. (IIb) 

This autobiographical account the author’s 
boyhood West 78th Street and its environs New 
York tells about his pals, Eddie, the 
leader the group, Bobby, Maurey, Dickie, and others. 
Stickball and many other games were played the 
streets. The lads dodged cars and fled when the police 
approached. When the weather was inclement, the 
boys bowled and played makeshift basketball inside 
the apartment houses, sprinted around the halls, and 
listened Red Barber broadcast the Dodgers games. 
They listened the radio adventures Captain Mid- 
night, Dick Tracy, and the Lone Ranger. Saturday 
afternoon the boys went the neighboring movie house 
and raised chaos the RKO and Loew’s. They rolled 
marbles the floor, crawled under the seats, threw 
paper airplanes, and tormented the girls. School 
described, and, then, dating with girls 
treated. The last chapter relates the end the 78th 
Street group. Schoenstein’s family moved the East 
Side, Eddie and Bobby moved Long Island, Dickie 
went Louisiana college, etc. Then have 
lament for the old neighborhood now that Dracula and 
his friends have taken over. 


This book incredibly worthless. 
the moment twenty-seven years old, and the events 
describes take place the last twenty years. These 
might have assumed whimsical 
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intensity they were not recent; but bore the 
reader relating what general knowledge indicates 
that the author has been blinded naive egoism, 
which painfully embarrassing. can honestly 
conjectured that Schoenstein must some way 
related the publishers, for certainly his book not 
deserving notice, much less publication. Mr. Schoen- 
stein himself makes the most appropriate comment 
about this book. “Note the Reader,” which 
profaces the book, Schoenstein remarks, “When man 
born 1933 writes book about his boyhood, 
proper presume he’s either ass imbecile.” 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Connell, Jr., Evans The Patriot 
Viking. Sept. 410p. $4.95. 


The theme the outsider conflict with the demands 
regimented society not new fiction. Mr. 
Connell has chosen his protagonist young man, 
Melvin Isaacs, who follows the accepted pattern 
rebellion against authority. first seen the 
highly unlikely role naval aviation cadet during 
World War II. Despite the fact that likes fly 
and gives some indication making first-class pilot, 
simply cannot obey rules; wages regular and 
consistent warfare against his superior officers and the 
system they represent. less than week 
before receive his commission and his wings, 
smashes plane, nearly loses his life, and washed 
out pilot; finally, finishing out the war navy 
enlisted man, returns civilian life and enrolls 
art student the University Kansas, where 
finds the “system” operative was the service. 
leave him, married man, only sure one thing, 
that will never again serve the armed forces. 


Melvin symbol the sensitive rebel, the natural non- 
conformist, should win our sympathy but doesn’t. 
peculiarly unpleasant specimen actually, with the 
manners juvenile delinquent and the morals 
alley cat. despises rules, regulations, regimentation; 
but has nothing himself offer their place. His 
defiance blind, unreasonable, unthinking; never 
achieves stature positive sense all; everywhere 
negation. 


Melvin’s father, Jacob Isaacs, successful Kansas City 
lawyer, unpleasant, albeit different way, his 
son. The elder Isaacs artistically superior creation: 
the very prototype the super patriot, unimaginative 
and stolid, much given slogans and pious plati- 
tudes. Other minor characters are also well drawn: 
Sam Horne ,the farm boy from Nebraska, who hates 
the service much Melvin, but “plays the game”; 
and Pat Cole, another cadet, who accepts the realities 
service life with cynicism which assures successful 
career naval pilot for himself. 


There detailed account pre-flight and flight train- 
training Pensacola and elsewhere, which has the ring 
authenticity it; and the descriptions this training 
form the most interesting section the novel, far ex- 
ceeding our interest the central character and his 
“problems.” 


The Patriot far too long; one conscious the author 
what essentially rather fragile plot. And 
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there something “phony” and pretentious about the 
whole thing. There may even something genuinely 
dangerous, for one cannot accept the author’s sugges- 
tions offering anything but questionable alternative 
the acceptance the discipline which all agree 
may senseless and authoritarian many contem- 
porary institutions. Melvin Isaacs’ “code” could lead 
nothing but disaster should accepted the 
many. one passes over the unquestioned ability 
Mr. Connell write intelligibly, this mere beatnik 
stuff, aimless that has not even the vague excuse 
Zen Buddhism fall back on. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Lineman, Mark Cabal 
Bobbs-Merrill. 319p. $4.50. (IIb) 


this first novel Mark Lineman has written the in- 
trigues, amours, and violence which make 
revolution fictional LatinAmerican country. Orlan- 
duela small nation with two principal cities: 
CasaLola the teeming port city and Chatuhoca the 
mountain capital. Outside events have only small 
effect the tiny nation and the time span the book 
(1937-1957) merely sees more and more importance 
given the oil pumped from the Orlanduelan fields 
because the wars the period. 


Farthest behind the scenes the banker Solozobal who 
seeks ultimate mastery his country after several 
his puppets have been set and deposed. Next 
Pedro Galanza, the frustrated jai-alai player who 
through Solozobal’s machinations becomes policeman, 
chief police, and dictator succession. Square 
wheels the machine are Corte and Zapata who prove 
intractable and ultimately bring about the ruin the 
cabal’s schemes. 


study the mechanics revolution and the 
personalities those who join and need intrigue 
live the full, this fine and enlightening book. 


There are reservations, however. There are great 
number gratuitous and detailed scenes adultery. 
All the women the book sin quite casually and all 
the men fall even more often and with even less 
scruple. Another reservation concerned with the too 
neat psychoanalysis each the members the 
cabal. Each has lust for power and intrigue which 
precisely explained some event condition 
their early lives. Frustration childhood ambition 
seems the key: frustrated desire for beauty, for 
music and athletic prowess,—these are the causes 
their entering the cabal. the case Solozobal, his 
quest for political power ended when finds true 
love. The others are not fortunate; their frustrations 
perdure and they blindly the plots and 
intrigues which wrack the country. Individuals and 
their urges, sexual and political, come alive and are 
believable; but the country always seems unbelievable. 
The common people are constantly hoodwinked and 
nowhere seen honest courageous man. There 
are embarrassing parallels the Eva Peron recent 
history and similarities the Trupillo regime lend the 
book contemporary flavor and verisimilitude. 


Best SELLER 


first novel, this very interesting 


miss. 
Stephen Laut, S.J., 
Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


Matheson, Richard The Beardless 
Little, Brown. Aug. 22, 1960. 337p. $4.50. (Ila) 


“Arms and the man” are the theme this novel with 
punch about American teen-agers World War 
The time: December, 1944. The place: patch 
wooded territory before Saarbach, little German town 
near the Belgian border, and Saarbach itself. The main 
character 18-year-old from Brooklyn named 
Hackermeyer. recruit newly arrived from the States, 
the novel begins, detailed Sergeant 
rifle squad. Cooley, hardbitten rancher from New 
Mexico, bewails the fact that all the men assigned 
his squad are too young: ain’t running squad. 
running kindergarten.” 
The reader then follows Hackermeyer, unremarkable 
young man, passes through the ordeal fear and 
hate that modern war. Hackermeyer goes through 
three assaults, learns kill Germans, briefly left 
hind enemy territory, and makes his way back 
the American lines. Finally, the reader goes with him 
and Cooley and the other men their squad across 
the burnt-out forest and into the blazing streets 
bach. The writing quick and vivid; the 
feelings and fears are well analyzed; and one carried 
along with Hackermeyer abruptly and painfully 
turns from boy into man. 
According the publisher’s blurb, the author has here 
drawn upon his own experiences teen-age soldier. 
has done good job. The Beardless Warriors 
means worthy comparison with the classic 
American novel World War Farewell 
But stands head and shoulders above most chronicles 
inspired World War II. One word caution: The 
scenes the fighting may prove too convincing for 
squeamish readers. 

Cunningham, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Doctorow, Welcome Hard Times 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 19, 1960. 180p. $3.50. 
According the publisher, Welcome Hard Times 
new approach the adult Western. the extent 
that the local sheriff does not occupy the center the 
stage locked combat with the forces injustice 
lawlessness, perhaps their claim has some validity. 
matter fact, the main character this story—the 
Bad Man Bodie—appears but briefly the beginning 
and the end, both times leaving behind him wake 
death, rape and the ruins the town Hard Times. 
Essentially this book the story the town and its 
unofficial mayor, who goes the name Blue. After 
the first visit the Bad Man, he, Molly, prostitute, 
and Jimmie, the son the local carpenter, are the only 
characters left the story. The larger part the book 
tells the rebirth the town and its eventual final 
dissolution the hands the Bad Man, prefigured 
the closing the worked-out mine which had 
tained it. 
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The immorality portrayed herein prevents this book 

from lending itself recommendation for younger 

readers. Few others will care bothered with it. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Delderfield, Diana 
Putnam. Aug. 26,1960. 384p. $4.50. 


(Literary Guild Choice—September 


Delderfield’s Diana richly written romance 
which sings with warming lyricism. 


story the two loves John Leigh, beginning 
the October his fifteenth birthday, and ending 
some ten years later the days World War II. The 
first love that the Devon countryside England, 
the area Teasel Wood, known John and his second 
love, “but one else earth” “Sennacharib.” 
The second love Diana. 

But underneath the double miracle love lay the 
troublesome facts John’s and Diana’s disparate social 
positions. John orphan, sent from London the 
suburban community Whinmouth raised 
his Aunt Thirza and Uncle Luke, proprietor sec- 
ondhand furniture store; with additional attention from 
his Uncle Reuben, editor the town newspaper; and 
Uncle Mark, operator livery stable. Diana the 
daughter Eric Gayelorde-Sutton Sennacharib and 
stockbroking overlord everything it, well 
master London town house. 


‘For Diana, the romance with John defiant one, 


pursued secret personal rebellion against her 
mother and all the superficial manners that wealth 
promotes. John Diana’s “Jan Ridd,” the solemn, 
devoted young man Lorna Doone, and Sennacha- 
Diana continually conspires meet him and 
warmly and excitedly shows her love for him. Away 
from Sennacharib she follows angrily and with venge- 
ance the dictates her mother’s social conditions 
attending private schools, travelling abroad, and living 
the life debutante. 

For John, devoted, enslaving love, leading him 
ultimately frustrating attempts rise Diana’s social 
level. leaves his job his Uncle Luke’s furniture 
store become reporter for his Uncle Reuben’s news- 
paper; learns French; eliminates his provincial 
accent; learns ride, dance, drive car, 
wear clothes with taste; outdoes himself just for her. 


There continual flow absorbing episodes which 
Diana confounds the careful plans her mother and 
which John the captive abettor her schemes. There 
are moments poignancy, humor, anger, 
danger; times sadness and happiness; periods des- 
pondency and excitement. 

But the ultimate romance comes when Diana gives 
herself John under the skies Sennacharib. 


The story not over this point, however, for Diana 
cannot divest herself the kind life which wealth 
can provide—even for Sennacharib and John. She 
away within days after the bans her marriage 
John are posted, and without even telling John, she 
Marries the son wealthy French family friend. 
The crushing effect Diana’s action somewhat di- 
verted for John his thoughts turn the exigencies 


World War II. But through one those strange 
turns fortune wartime, meets Diana France 
and learns that the “marriage” Sennacharib has pro- 
duced daughter which Diana asks that take back 
England and raise the place her conception. 


Two judgments are certainly apparent dealing with 
Diana: First, the book excellently written. There 
depth and breadth the definition the char- 
acters Diana and John. Second, the book has one 
incomplete facet, that fully recognizing 
circumstances love. Caught the finely wrought 
expressions created Mr. Delderfield, the reader may 
seduced into sentimental approval the actions 
Diana and John. 


Diana will win your heart. careful she does not win 
your head! 

George Perry, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Dudintsev, Vladimir New Year’s Tale 
Dutton. Sept. 26,1960. $2.50. (1) 

great deal unnecessary fuss has been made over 
this recent importation and translation from Soviet 
Russia, because Dudintsev, whose novel Not Bread 
Alone also was supposed indicate that all not 
party-line conformity the USSR, has told typical 
tale fantasy which can easily interpreted one 
way another. One group scientists working 
together state-assigned sees huge fol- 
lowing him and hears co-worker tell tale time 
standing still. falls heir his coworker’s iron watch 
and his skill when that one dies and hurries com- 
plete his project, condensing sunlight sent 
“dark continent” where the people live artificial 
light digging coal and raising cabbages. finds his 
youth regained when airplanes streaming overhead 
bearing the first load light the dark continent. 
The only certain moral this allegory, whatever other 
overtones and understatements contains, that 
man should love his fellowmen dedicate his 
whole life making life better for everyone. paper- 
back edition available for those who will, reasonably, 
find $2.50 too much for the slight content. 


The Christening Party 


Steegmuller, Francis 
Sept. 20, 1960. 213p. $3.75. 


Straus Cudahy. 
With much thunder and lightning the air about 
the present position Catholics this country, 
relief come book that treats them with 
light touch, fact hilarious touch. The book ends 
with real whoop. The reader should keep this 
mind, and patient with the first quarter, which gets 
under way slowly. Mr. Steegmuller passes the test 
humor; gets better goes along. 

The scene Judge Dugan’s old summer hotel near 
Long Island Sound; the time, the present; the occasion, 
the christening party for his granddaughter; the people 
—and here the author shines—are cross section 
American Catholics: the judge, and his brother, the 
bishop; Mother and Father; numerous uncles and aunts 
and children. All strains are represented, Irish, German, 
Italian and, for good measure, stage Englishman who 
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sparks the funniest incident the plot, the charging 
tombstone Dr. Oscar Hornbeck. There 
plot, strictly speaking, for the tale rambles and out 
among various family anecdotes, tying 
together around the family clan the hotel porch. 
true, these mingled strains. authentic piece 
Americana, giving less sinister and much truer 
picture what Catholics are doing this country 
than are apt get the current political campaign. 
you want good laugh, read it. you want more 
serious reason, read find out what your Catholic 
confreres are doing family reunion. recog- 
nize them. Younger readers will probably miss many 
the points mainly through lack experience. For 
everyone else this recommended. 

Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Mather, Berkley The Pass Beyond Kashmir 
Scribner. Aug. 256p. $3.95. (I) 

Action filled, brimming with the authentic color 
India, Pakistan, Kashmir; this adventure yarn set 
capture the imagination. rushes with just the hint 
the familiar movie serial: situations contrived 
prop the hero tottering precipice with escape 
and sure death the balance until just that saving 
moment when rescue arrives with the strangest com- 
bination coincidence and barely time for one more 
chapter. But high adventure the author’s purpose 
and has it. Suspense and mystery are mingled and 
the background India worth the trip. the reader 
not overly interested motivation; not overly dedi- 
cated consistency, will satisfied. 

Idwal Rees the narrator, Englishman born and 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
CTION 

Hawaii (IIb) Michener 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 15, 
The Chapman Report (IV) Wallace June 
Water Life (IV) Robinson July 
The Lovely Ambition (Ila) Chase June 15, 
The Affair (Ila) Snow June 
The View from the Fortieth 

Floor (IIb) White June 
Trustee from the Tool Room Shute Apr. 
The Lincoln Lords (1) Hawley Mar. 
Before You (IIb) 
The Inspector (Ila) 

NON-FICTION 

The Good Years Lord July 
Enjoy, Enjoy! (Ila) Golden July 
Mr. Citizen (1) Truman July 
The Night They Burned the 

Mountain Dooley June 
The Enemy Within Kennedy Apr. 
The Operators (1) Gibney July 15, 
May This House Safe 

from Tigers (IIb) King Jan. 15, 
Thomas Wolfe: Biography Nowell July 15, 


Best SELLERs 


brought the Far East. During World War 
was Intelligence agent for the British, and after. 
wards continued work freelance agent out 
office Bombay. our story’s start has 
agreed take job for slippery character named 
Smedley, himself tool Syndicate interested 
secret oil findings. Major George Alfred Polson the 
key these findings. knows where the maps are 
hidden. And before get them all concerned are 
caught roller coaster traps, imprisonment, 
killings, local uprisings: dangers all description. 


Two rival syndicates, you see, are aware these maps 
and devious means wage war against the innocent 
Rees, only doing job. Safaraz, Parthan servant 
Rees, great help with knife and with native 
adds fine Eastern touch. The love interest kept 
the right and just for serial adven- 
tures. Lovely Claire, dedicated nurse working the 
area, lights the last pages with hope romance 
pursued only the sequel interested 
imagination. 
The division-torn aspect India, torn between Hindu 
India and Moslem Pakistan and the division men 
separated greed, the material out which the 
author cuts good tale. 

Eugene Linehan, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Clue Works 


Sir Sidney Smith has had long and fruitful career 
forensic medicine, which say that aspect medi- 
cal analysis which supports the police force the ap- 
prehension criminals. Mostly Murder, the 
brated Sir Sydney relates number his most mem- 
orable cases covering wide area investigations, from 
7gypt and the near East across the continent and 
Britain; his title states, mostly murder that 
concerned with, and most the murders are rather 
gruesome, accompanied some gruesome photographic 
illustrations. But for the detective-story fan, this will 
enthralling book any mystery novel, (McKay. 
318p. $4.95; IIb) The clever Thomas Elphinstone 
Hambledon, who works with without the aid 
Scotland Yard’s Chief Superintendent Bagshott, the 
astute solver dozen puzzlers, three which are 
loosely linked together the fabulous diamond pen- 
dant which Butler Harry abstracts from fence Joseph 
Joseph’s safe and with the aid Eliaphaz Jones diddles 
two rascally Dutchmen and finally gives up, without 
committing himself, the authorities. All are fun 
and strain the reader, Manning Coles the au- 
thor and his collection titled Nothing Declare, 
(Doubleday. 216p. $2.95; Have and Kill 
Robert Martin concerns prospective bride who 
arrives her wealthy fiancé’s home for the wedding 
and only gets herself killed, leaving the household and 
the guests all suspect, (Dodd, Mead. 212p. $2.95; Ila) 
There are two short novels contained 
Bain’s The 87th Squad, both featuring Detective Steve 
Carella and both distinguished lack heroics and 
attention realistic routine police work though 
somewhat marred for some readers vulgarities 


dialogue, (Simon and Schuster. 312p. $2.95; IIb). 
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Marquand, John Timothy Dexter Revisited 
Little, Brown. Sept. 19, 1960. 306p. $6.50. 


This the last work from the prolific pen the late 
John Phillips Marquand. His life and writing career 
could well made the subject one his own social 
Born Wilmington (Del.) 1893, died 
his sleep Newbury (Mass.) 1960. re- 
turned fact the scene his family’s 
Point Return for him,—so this, his latest novel, 
returns for his inspiration the scenes and mem- 
ories his childhood and the recollections and 
memories his great-aunt when she “was command 
her faculties”; she was the living embodiment 
past that extended back into pre-Revolution days. 
social novels fall into definite pattern: matter how 
far his characters depart from their origins, his char- 
acters and thought are molded and influenced their 
ancestors; try they will, and often do, they cannot 
bring back that past, except futile dreamings. 
portrayor that past, Mr. Marquand will hold high 
place. not know whether will hold rank with 
the Immortals Dickens was English society; 
Hawthorne was colonial New England, Washing- 
ton Irving colonial New York; but for the descend- 
ants those whom writes, especially for those 
who have not departed from the homes and scenes 
their ancestors, his novels will always delightful and 
nostalgic reading. 


The idea revisit Timothy Dexter came Mr. Mar- 
quand dentist’s chair, waiting for the Novocain 
take effect. “looked through the left hand 
window the extraction room, observed that Dr. 
Sullivan’s house was contiguous the grounds the 
old Timothy Dexter dwelling High St.” That was 
all the inspiration needed and decided “revisit 
old Timothy himself.” Revisit, say, because Mr. 
Marquand had written book about him 1925: 
Lord Timothy Dexter Newburyport, Mass. The 
volume had been out print for the last twenty years. 
thought would good idea resurrect him 
for the present generation. Hence Timothy Dexter 
Revisited. 


not possible give short account this book. 
what Mr. Marquand meant be: anecdotal 
history one the strangest and most bizarre char- 
acters that passed through the history Colonial times. 
take the anecdotes out their setting, deprive 
them their significance the whole story. The 
ciated, 


The historical facts are few and simple: Timothy Dexter 
was born 1747 and lived through the period the 
Revolutionary War, dying 1806. started life 
leather dresser’ tanner, suppose would call 
him to-day. native shrewdness phenomenal luck, 
rose rapidly the economical scale: turn, 
became trader, merchant, the owner fleet 
privateers during the war, sort one man bank and 
money lender. According the standards the times, 
became enormously wealthy. was definitely 
with massive form Megolomania, sort 
complex. Having the means so, 
act out the illusion the amusement and 
tidicule his own generation and the entertainment 
all who follow his career. 
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The details how made his money and what did 
with it, makes interesting reading: selling mittens and 
warming pans and Bibles the West Indians; cornering 
the market whale-bone and then creating market 
dispose profit; his sharp dealing real 
estate which acquired the best estate Newbury- 
port. What did with the mansion another story; 
filling and the grounds with weird collection 
statues men, who apparently expressed his own crav- 
ing for greatness. The description the mock funeral 
himself which invited the citizenry, whom 
two thousand came, and which and his wife wit- 
nessed from the mansion; the thrashing his wife 
this occasion because she did not show the proper de- 
gree sorrow,—and much more the same. 


his deeds were not sufficient, had recourse 
literature. wrote book, the title which will 
give the reader idea its contents and worth: 
Pickle for the Knowing Ones.” Mr. Marquand goes 
say: number excerpts can the book 
justice: “it necessary view them all together 
understand why this book has given Lord Dexter 
degree literary immortality.” then follows this 
with the astounding assertion: “Its unselfconscious- 
ness makes one the most astonishing exhibition 
character achieved the world Let the 
reader judge! 

Mr. Marquand makes use Timothy Dexter Revisited 
prop portray the manners and mores the 
period. presents series vignettes rather than 
historical narrative: draws vast store legend, 
rumor, gossip, and folklore give, says 
and substance” scene that was once reality but 
has become the new age sort fantasy. The 
book well worth reading. Timothy Dexter lives 
again, lesser degree perhaps, our day and age. 
the philosophy Mr. Marquand might well rep- 
resent unconscious striving the part many, now 
alive, for the realities which Timothy Dexter 
dreamed. 


Readers the book will taken upon pleasant 
excursion into our vanishing past, vividly and appropri- 
ately illuminated and portrayed the pen-and-ink 
drawings Philip Kappel incidents and scenes des- 
cribed the text and happily chosen and well exe- 
cuted. hope the book will have wide circulation 
and awaken interest the American the past. 


Alphonsus Schonhart, 
Newport News, Virginia 


Lamb, Harold Cyrus the Great 
Doubleday. Sept. 300p. $4.50. 


Cyrus the Achaemenian chieftain who became the 
great King Persia the VIth century B.C. founding 
empire which stretched from India Egypt, has 
proven intriguing subject for historians 
mancers from Herodotus Toynbee. Very little 
actually known the man his achievements and 
most the legends have been handed down hostile 
Greeks. The author frankly states that this study 
“not history nor historical novel” but “pieced to- 
gether from the few known clues.” has taken the 
few known facts—scattered references from clay tablets 
and the Bible—plus recent discoveries the archaeolo- 
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gists and woven them into vivid story the founder 
the first world empire. Although Lamb uses his 
imagination fill the gaps the evidence, the pic- 
ture probable and believable and almost thrilling 
the ancient legends. Those familiar with Mr. Lamb’s 
earlier works will expect exciting and dramatic story, 
and they will not disappointed this lively account 
great personages and events the dawn history. 
should popular addition the high school and 


college library. 
Gallagher, 
University Scranton 


Arnow, Hariette Simpson 
Seedtime the Cumberland 
Macmillan. Aug. 29, 1960. 449p. $7.50. 


This splendid nonfiction account reveals life was 
along the Cumberland River Middle Tennessee 
before 1803. clear and absorbing way Mrs. Arnow 
describes the geology, Indian life, the explorers, hunters, 
and settlers the region. was fertile, game-filled 
land, shaped rivers and broken tree-crowned hills. 
was large area, stretching 325 miles from East 
West and miles from North South. Those who 
settled there had ideal farms: rich bottom lands for 
growing, tall stands timber for wood and for bound- 
aries, and abundance game furnish fresh meat. 
was not easy land possess; for fifteen years the 
settlers fought with the Indians over the mastery the 
Cumberland Basin. But the business these Virginia 
and Carolina settlers was not warfare (only two offen- 
sive expeditions were mounted the fifteen year 
period). They came live and live they did, resource- 
fully, doggedly, and finally triumphantly. 


The Natchez Trace and The Wilderness Road crossed 
the region and famous men lived, hunted, and explored 
here: Boone, Crocket, Houston, and Andrew Jackson 
among others But this vastly documented book 
about the everyday lives the ordinary people; general- 
izations are eschewed and see enormous detail 
the food, clothing, shelter, travel, trade, songs, medicine, 
perils, economics, warfare, and victory the common 
people. Mrs. Arnow has combed inventcries, wills, 
records auctions, and law suits document her ac- 
count. really labor love, for her region 
she depicts, one she has incorporated into her successful 
novels Hunter’s Horn and The Dollmaker. 


addition the charm and interest the book, there 
much learned here: the importance the knife 
and corn the primitive settlers, for example. 
learn the difficult lessons survival the woods which 
the explorers took long master. learn that the 
settler invented nothing, but adapted freely from Indian 
and European whatever needed for life the 
frontier. food custom was purely white American 
this region ;it was all hodge-podge whatever 
would serve best the wilderness. These settlers were 
not self-consciously American, but English colonials, 
the last planters British culture the woods. 


The book should required reading for any historian 
for anyone projecting historical novel the period. 
all here: the furniture, utensils, houses, soap, lard, 
vegetables, feather beds, mills, and guns. None 
them strange the author; most the food acces- 
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sories she knew from youth and recently prepared 
the pioneer cottages the Cumberland National 
just her ancestors did. There are fine maps and end 
papers. Only one slight criticism might added: some 
illustrations household furnishings and utensils would 
have helped the urban reader. However, this might 
have made the cost prohibitive and this book 
should many libraries possible. 

Stephen Laut, 

Wheeling College, 

Wheeling, West Virginia 


Rosier, Ignatius Looked for God’s Absence 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 14,1960. $3.95. 


This account his experience one who lived 
“worker-priest.” Not that Father Rosier is, 
nically, worker-priest, which say member 
that group dedicated and specially trained priests 
established the late Cardinal Suhard Paris which 
became the subject much controversy and 
Father Rosier is, would say, sociologist with heart 
who wished obtain information firsthand about the 
miners France. so, chose live asa 
worker priest for limited time. had learned much 
the godlessness the mineworkers France, had 
read statistical accounts their lack attendance 
Church and the Sacraments, had listened eagerly and 
carefully men experience whose conclusions 
firmed the reports. Deep his heart, however, was 
not convinced what read and heard. wanted 
discover for himself. The desire resulted his 
obtaining permission, not easily, work several iron 
and coal mines France for period six months 
arrangements were made for him; preferred 
obtain jobs the workers did, treated they 
were treated, housed and fed ordinary miner 
apprentice. What found was significant. 


the surface, his experiences seemed verify the 
reports others. workers, although baptized 
Catholics, only the Church for the big events 
their lives: baptism, first communion, confirmation, 
marriage, funeral. Their attitude was similar many 
respects their attitude toward the mine owners: they 
felt that everyone was “in for what could get,” 
and the miners got the worst it. But Father Rosier 
was not satisfied with the surface appearance 
probed more deeply into the reasons for the miners 
actions, talked with them, listened them, understood 
them. These are some his conclusions: 
“Not only can one find positive expressions 
feeling, but negative resistance and 
prevailing religious practices one can discover what they 
would like their religion be. 
Their bon Dieu still the God Christianity. They 
know any other. They belong the 
they belong God. Because the workers have become 
alienated from formal Christianity, they have 
alienated from the guidance the Neverthe 
less this (their) life retains elementary Christian 
tion, and spite all its faults therefore essentially 
different from purely pagan existence.” 


Father Rosier feels that these men need the “enduring 
elements Christianity—preaching the truth” 
“sacramental sharing the life Christ.” 


This illuminating book, charged with the zeal 
the writer. His vivid account the Dialogue Mas 
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the vernacular Marseilles, with one the 
worker-priests celebrant facing the people, mov- 
ing experience for the reader. his leave-taking 
the men with whom lived St. Germain. The 
pictures presents, the mines and outside, are mem- 
orable their starkness and reality. 


Oscar Bouise, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Roueché, Berton 
The Neutral Spirit: Portrait Alcohol 
Brown. Sept. 8,1960. 151p. $3.50. (IIa) 


Intentionally not, the title Berton latest 
study has the aspects felicitous pun. Alcohol 
subject which few persons approach spirit 
neutrality. convivial enthusiasts, the bottle one 
most rewarding diversions; its detractors are in- 
clined heap all the world’s ills John Barleycorn. 
dispassionate examination alcohol ever has been 
achieved, must Mr. Roueché’s. 151 gracefully 
written pages traces the evolution drinking from 
prehistoric times the modern cocktail party, explores 
vast areas contemporary knowledge and ignorance 
about alcohol, and presents lucid analysis alcohol- 
and the plight the alcoholic. avoids taking 
sides; simply sets forth scientific data about practice 
which has been clouded myth both friends and 
foes. 


There relatively little that new surprising the 
work, which ran serially earlier this year the New 
Yorker. The book rather convenient compendium 
gifted writer who has flair for putting involved 
concepts into fresh language which readily under- 
Sometimes the literary excellence more 
noteworthy than the facts presented. Certainly most 
persons who are interested enough the topic read 
this book will aware that alcohol depressant and 
not stimulant, that some drinkers can safely consume 
greater quantities liquor than others, and that chronic 
addiction alcohol should regarded disease, 
not evidence moral turpitude. brief work, 
points such these not require the emphasis which 
the author gives them. times also, the volume 
seems mere collection ideas and quotations culled 
from such diverse sources the Bible, bacchanalian 
literature, contemporary medical journals 
unscientific ancient commentaries. This makes pos- 
sible encounter such poppycock the casual specu- 
lation that intoxication among primitive peoples 
tains seed the Christian Eucharist.” 


Whatever these reservations, the book has its rewarding 
moments. There is, for example, fascinating “blood- 
alco” chart, which demonstrates how the percentage 
alcohol the blood varies with both the number 
drinks and the drinker’s weight. Elsewhere, balding 
imbibers may consoled learn that one extensive 
survey male alcoholics has indicated specific body- 
air pattern: Head hair generally abundant, while 

hair scarce and follows feminine adolescent 
Mr. draws some plausible conclusions 
from statistics showing that the lowest incidence 
the United States occurs among Jews, 
and Chinese, extractions whose cultures fully 


241 


sanction the use alcohol. his best, perhaps, 
his incisive discussion the psychobiological-socio- 
logical problems the alcoholic and clarifying the 
techniques and drugs which modern medicine employs 
aid the alcoholic. 


Aimed more the layman than the expert ,this 
book for leisure reading, but not with drink close 
hand. You just couldn’t enjoy it. 


John Clarke, Ph.D., 


The Scranton Times 


Lolli, Giorgio, M.D. Social Drinking 
World. Sept. 21,1960. 317p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Doctor Lolli’s introduction fully summarizes what fol- 
lows greater detail. begins with the premise that 
fresh approach the uses alcohol has been long 
neglected; and tries fill the gap supplying and 
answering number pertinent questions. Twenty- 
one these questions appear the back the dust 
jacket. The last twelve pages the book contain key 
the contents, elaborate outline the subject mat- 
ter. Opposite marginal index which 
affords ready reference. 


Written language clearly understandable those 
high school intelligence, the author’s hope reach 
readers all educational, professional and social levels 
order that they may assist the alleviation cor- 
rection the country’s alcohol problem. That such 
problem exists revealed the fact that America 
second only France alcoholic consumption. 


This book for the ordinary and occasional drinker, 
women, married single, well men; not for 
the confirmed alcoholic. gives clear understanding 
inebriety, the beneficial, harmless and harmful effects 
alcohol. encompasses the hereditary, physiological, 
phychological, pathological, moral and social aspects 
alcoholic indulgence and defines the elusive boundaries 
between normal, excessive and addictive imbibing 
whether fermented, brewed distilled spirits. 
warns against the dangers the cocktail hour, the after 
dinner and bedtime potions. Under the caption 
alcoholic intoxication, clarifies various definitions, 
what meant ‘under the influence,’ and the maxi- 
mum amounts alcohol which individual can con- 
sume daily. includes the Court’s interpretation 
acute alcoholism. important chapter deals with 
alcohol and mental health. Considered other chap- 
ters the influence alcohol upon sexual and homo- 
sexual behavior, the treatment acute alcoholism and 
the hangover, self-help and how may attained 
and, finally, the need for organized education the 
solution the problem. 


How Enjoy Drinking Without Being Hurt 
Doctor Lollis’ subtitle, gives stark warning and offers 
practicable safeguard against the insidious threat 
the so-called social drinker’s health and welfare. 


Written astute, outstanding and eminent author- 
ity the effects intemperance, Social Drinking 
book that should read people all strata. 
recommended especially for college students, executives, 
lawyers, jurists, physicians and, indeed, clergymen. For 
whoever acquires knowledge the facts presented 
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will better understand the inherent risks tippling 
applies himself and those about him. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Louderdale, Florida 


Rowlands, John 
Spindrift: From House the Sea 
Norton. Aug. 15,1960. 232p. $3.95. (1) 


John Rowlands tells the reader that spindrift the 
“misty spray that flies from the cresting waves when 
the winds blow hard and the seas run high.” His 
Spindrift exactly that. Using the essay genre 
share his experience the past with the reader, Mr. 
Rowland’s observations asd experiences become the 
source relaxation and delightful refreshment. 


The book divided into four parts: House the Sea, 
Call the North, Island—and Return the Sea, and 
Seasons the Sea. these four categories the 
reader enabled share Mr. Rowland’s pleasant in- 
sights about the tides, the diverse problems the 
inexperienced planner builds his dream home, 
the task growing varied colored flowers rocky 
coast, the final hours dying gull. trip the far 
north and introduction the mode living the 
people meets afford the reader interesting moments. 
trip plane Europe important undertaking 
but becomes more important when, through Mr. 
Rowlands’ observing eye, the reader shares the experi- 
ence small boy has with the apparently unimportant 
moth. Have you ever been apple butter party 
West Virginia? Well, you have not, this pleas- 
ant experience awaiting you. Cranberries and gadgets 
become the matter pleasant and interesting essays. 
Last, but not least, the reader gets the opportunity 
share the author’s observations about the seasons 
experiences them the sea. John Rowlands’ Spind- 
rift contains essays about interesting “tremendous trifles” 
written simple, clear, pleasant style which will 
give the reader, young and old, new and pleasurable 


experiences. 
Robert Lodge, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Woolson, Arthur Good-by, Son 
Harper. Sept. 206p. $4.00. 

What would you one your own immediate 
family suddenly began manifest acute symptoms 
deep mental disorder? How would you recognize the 
point life where person ceases being odd eccen- 
tric, (and there are many these!), and starts being 
psychotic seriously disturbed? Would you give the 
person “good would you call 
psychiatrist? 

Mr. Woolson has written agonizingly interesting 
story his own son’s mental disorder, and his novel 
like day-by-day clinical chronicle his own reaction 
the young man’s breakdown. The book has four 
long chapters: “Shock,” when the astounding fact 
the son’s insanity first becomes him and his 
wife; “Hope,” when the boy seems show signs cure 
under institutional and psychiatric care; “Fear,” when 
the young man starts show signs relapse, coupled 
with all indications disturbing behavior; and “Good- 


by, Son,” where the boy asserts his independence 
makes complete break with home ties, and then dis 
appears into parts unknown. Even his family does 
know where the present time, though the 
suspect alive and well somewhere along the water. 
front. may even encounter this novel, somewher 
his wanderings. 


The author reveals many things about his son, 
also reveals many things about himself, too. Many 
do-it-yourself psychiatrist, (and there are many 
ant today), will blithely say that the father was too 
protective, too over-paternal. Many others may 
that the boy suffered from emotional scars, either be. 
cause had too much the wrong kind 
experiences perhaps too little the right kind 
contacts. 


One thing sure: even the psychiatrists 
could not put their finger the precise thing 
needed professional attention. The sublime patience 
and understanding Mr. Woolson, and the fascinating 
way which tells the story, all earn for him the 
respect his readers. Few parents could have been 
faithful and understanding the face such emo 
tional quirks the son displayed. 


The book interesting, though somewhat depressing 
because its steady march downhill toward almos 
inevitable tragedy. may not captivate the casual 
reader, but sure grip the interest any person 
who has ever had close contact with emotionally dis 
turbed persons. such people offered 
ing reading, because they can see how other persons 
have suffered much they themselves. 

Buffalo New York 


Chappell, Eleanor the Shoulders Giants 
Chilton. Sept. 12,1960. 105p. $2.75. 

Bea Wright was publicity director the National 
Foundation Detroit when she was stricken with 
paralytic polio the epidemic 1949. This the 
story her determination recover and walk again. 
Both Basil O’Connor and Helen Hayes have contrib 
uted forewords, the latter stressing that Bea 
recovery gives hope not only polio victims but 
“all who today follow the bright new banner reha 
bilitation.” 


Methods rehabilitation are outlined: massage, heat, 
working muscles. The psychological and 
impact the disease are highlighted the fear and 
discouragement its victims. These aspects are 
dinated the story Bea Wright’s unswerving and 
unfaltering desire walk without crutches. 
desire this and the same time continue 
work with the National Foundation she suffered 
relapses but finally achieved her goal complete 
covery, with the happy ending marriage Myron 
Fuerst. thrilling moment came the University 
Michigan April, 1955, when the Salk vaccine results 
were made public, even though for her for 
others came too late. 

Eleanor Chappell has written television 


dramas, which may account for the almost 
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any need for sentimentalism. general interest, 
the Shoulders Giants will appeal particularly polio 
and their families. 

Mary Moriarty, 

Falls Church, Virginia 


Politics the American Drama 


Nannes, Caspar 
Sept. 12, 1960. 256p. $4.95. 


Catholic University Press. 

The first principle criticism, according Alexander 
Pope, consider the nature the piece, and the 
intent its author. The nature Politics the 
American Drama show the relationship the 
former the latter, especially Broadway shows 
from 1890 this period, those political events, 
personalities, philosophies, and situations that served 
dramatic purpose well staged are intelli- 
gently presented. The historical backgrounds out 
which the plays came are clearly developed; issues and 
characters placed proper perspective. This panorama 
history tellingly telescopes our rich and terrible 20th 
century’s inter-play between politics and the American 
stage. 

The purpose the author trace the American 
audiences’ political maturing and the American play- 
wrights’ developing competence dramatizing current 
political themes. His preface capsulizes his purpose: 
the living relationship politics the drama.” 
His book admirable illustration it. There 
not single dull page Mr. Nannes’ exciting history. 
Its writing colorfully vivid its presentation 
drama’s political background 
delightfully readable study. new perspective the 
American stage brilliantly illuminated. Chapters 
such personalities Franklin Roosevelt, Huey Long, 
and LaGuardia are most interestingly done; issues and 
philosophies are also expertly handled. However, the 
major accomplishment this entertaining book its 
charting what Ralph Bellamey aptly calls political 
coming age—even haven’t quite reached it.” 


‘Political Drama’ important chapter our history, 
not only for the dramatist historian but for all Amer- 
are very fortunate that the competent Mr. 
Nannes has engagingly written this study our 
developing social conscience American political 


life. 
Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Snyder, Louis 

The War: Concise History, 1939-1945 
Messner. Sept. 579p. $7.95. 
This ambitious attempt pack the entire record 
World War into one volume less than six 
hundred pages. and large successful. 


The author begins tracing briefly the causes the 
struggle from Versailles through the arms race, Man- 
churia, Ethiopia, Spain, and the “China Incident” 
ere summary the Anglo-German 
dickerings which led the dismemberment Czecho- 
slovakia and the fall Austria. The Hitler-Stalin pact 
seen the immediate occasion opening the way for 
the destruction Poland and the entry the Allies 
against Germany. Follows then the overrunning 


243 


Western Europe, the Battle Britain, the extension 
the war Africa, and Germany’s sudden onslaught 
Russia. 

Naturally, then comes the beginning the Pacific War 
with its holding actions and island hopping. “The 
Turn the Tide” sees the Germans driven from Africa 
and stopped Stalingrad. The road victory fol- 
lowed the Italian campaign, the great air-naval battles 
the Pacific, the landings France and the collapse 
Germany, along with the destruction Hiroshima 
and Nagasakie. The author concludes with critical 
epilogue which covers the war crimes trials, the devel- 
opment the “cold war” and brief summaries evalu- 
ation policy and strategy adopted participants 
the world stage. 


Thirty-five pages photographs and twenty maps pro- 
vide good visual aid, while appendices furnish chrono- 
logical “headline history,” table conferences the 
heads states and foreign ministers, and list 
recommended readings. 


Certain faults inherent the nature the devices 
used make the history concise appear: the narrative 
necessarily shuttles forward and back time; U-boat 
warfare, still threat the day surrender, dis- 
posed page 139; and nothing said the other 
devastating submarine war waged the Pacific. Politi- 
cal and strategic judgments are journalistic rather than 
historical and, possibly, for the type work intended 
might have been dispensed with. Temperamentally, 
also, the author interjects some annoying bits: vitupe- 
ration and some name-calling, understandable the 
day-to-day journalism wartime reporting, appear out 
place here. The author’s passion for operational 
code names, (he even has table selected code 
names), bespeaks man riding hobby horse. 


However, taken for what is, The War has only minor 
faults. makes good desk encyclopedia for quick 
reference dates, actions and campaigns. The Table 
Contents and the Index are handy guides the 
interior the book. Students will find useful, while 
even the casual reader will not disappointed the 
simple, fast-moving narrative. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Helburn, Theresa Wayward Quest 
Little, Brown. Sept. 14,1960. 344p. $5.00. 


While recovering from heart attack which she suf- 
fered several years ago, Theresa Helburn began work 
her memoirs. Miss Elinore Denniston was assisting 
her with the work. More recently, Miss Helburn was 
asked Little, Brown and Company write her auto- 
biography. Before was completed, she suffered an- 
other heart attack and died. Miss Denniston, with the 
assistance Miss Helburn’s niece, Margaret Helburn 
Kocher, completed Wayward Quest, “the spirited 
memoir dynamic personality the American The- 
ater.” The finished product has breathless quality 
which carries the end her seventy-two 
packed years, the excitement the author enjoyed her 
pursuit happiness “earning her living the thing 
she loved.” 


get more out prose, whether dialogue not, 
read me,” she has said. dictating her auto- 
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biography, Miss Helburn gave more her reader 
through her excellent conversational style than she 
might have had she typed her manuscript. the 
tale progresses, she drops subject intervals dis- 
cuss other incidents that come mind; just con- 
versational subjects are shifted the whim the 
story-teller. The editorial problems thus presented have 
been skillfully solved her editors, and the result 
refreshing and inspiring account the stewardship 
woman dedicated great and absorbing cause. This 
important book and hope that Miss Denniston 
and Miss Kocher will add other volumes informa- 
tion this fine character, the literature the 
American Theater. 


hurled myself each new thing, though there 
was not moment Miss Helburn said her 
youth. And that just what she did when, the age 
thirty-three, she became executive secretary pro-tem 
the then newly organized New York Theater Guild. 
For forty years she werked, reading playscripts; hiring 
actors, directors, scenic designers; pacifying playwrights, 
cajoling sponsors, fighting censorship, detecting and en- 
couraging those with new and untried ideas song and 
the dance and every phase theatrical production. 
Her death just year ago was tragic blow everyone 
who loved and worked the American Theater. 


After her graduation from Bryn Mawr, Miss Helburn 
lived abroad and, that time, knew personally the 
leading literary figures Europe and the United States. 
that time she was interested writing poetry, pub- 
lished some verse, and eventually wrote one-act play, 
“Enter the Hero,” then three-act play, “Alison Makes 
Hay.” She worked for some time dramatic critic 
for The Nation and may have been this assignment 
which gave her experience developing her capsule 
critiques. Richard Rodgers she describes “con- 
tented dynamo,” Oscar Hammerstein steady 
flame”; and Larry Hart “was never quite tune with 
life.” 


Wayward Quest has three outstanding chapters: 
those devoted Shaw, Eugene and 
Lawrence Langner. There are also impressive refer- 
ences John Baker Opdyke whom Miss Helburn 
was married for over forty years. 


the course her story, Miss Helburn expresses her 
admiration for and evaluation many the great and 
near-great actors this era. She does not leave 
with the impression that every enterprise which she 
engaged was success. She gives some very good ad- 
vice young people how get along with their 
fellow-men that will apply both and cut the 
theater. her quest for truth, she found that what 
mattered most her life was “doing whatever you 
with all your heart.” Her autobiography gives evidence 
that Theresa Helburn did that the end her life. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 
Nathan, George Jean The Magic Mirror 
Knopf. Sept. 19,1960. 261p. $5.00. 


the introduction The Magic Mirror, Thomas 
Quinn Curtis writes: “Nathan held his mirror 
drama, but the reflection caught unfailingly included 
glimpse the critic himself. His mirror was magic 


erudition, sharp wit, audacious manner 
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instrument that tinted, lent dazzle to, and 
distorted the object which played.” These word 
are helpful for those who wish understand the 
George Jean Nathan, the enigmatic iconoclast, 
Shaw acclaimed “Intelligent Playgoer Number One’ 
For over fifty years, his capacity dramatic critic 
Nathan both awed and delighted readers with 


brilliant style. Sometimes profound, frequently 
ous, was never dull. The Magic Mirror, 
selection from Nathan’s numerous writings, the 
book that tempts one read passage after passag 
any kind soul who will listen. For the reviewer, 
task absolutely frustrating—Mr. Nathan simply 
not discussed; must read! 


Each essay the collection has flavor its own; each, 
singular way, rewarding. Because the man 
his work are inextricably bound, the first three 
tions, written over period twenty years, are 
larly important. Called Nathan Nathan they 
sent his philosophy life and criticism, his 
toward the world and the theatre, and number 
pet enthusiasms and prejudices. Because his point 
view was ever changing, the revelations the man 
forty differ greatly from those the man 
However, least two respects was remarkably 
consistent; until his death remained supremely 
tistical and retained his exuberant devotion the 
theatre. explained that devotion these 
“With all its faults, the theatre has amused and 
proved the spirit man for centuries end. 
the doll, the one toy that has outlived, and wil 
continue outlive, the horde attacking 
take simply as, night and night out, come 
before eyes: painted toy with something true 
gold inside it.” 


For five decades, the end toward which Nathan chan 
nelled his remarkable intellectual and literary gifts was 
simply, increase the gold content that toy. 
believed there were two kinds dramatic criticism: 
destructive and constructive; two kinds guns: Krupp 
and pop. Since there was much demolition work 
done the theatre, his criticism was basically 
plosive. His blasting attacks, biting wit 
hearted irreverence did much sweep away the 
theatrical absurdities the past and prepare the way 
for mature American theatre. 
taste and discrimination are especially evident the 
essays aesthetic jurisprudence, dramatic criticism, 
Shaw and O’Neill. His humorous, devastating sarcasm 
its best when, with dirk unsheathed, goes 
work Alexander Weollcott and Noel Coward. His 
brilliant critical powers glow throughout the discussions 
Streetcar Named Desire and Death Salesman 
For fascinating panorama the American 
and for sheer literary fireworks, this book you 


read! 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, 


Moore, Sonia The Stanislavski Metho 
Viking. Sept. 1960. 78p. $2.95. 


there one thing this whirling orb ours does 
need another book “The Method!” However, 
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Miss Sonia Moore spent several years the Studio 
The Moscow Art Theatre studying under the brilliant 
Vakhtangov, one Stanislavski’s celebrated disciples. 


the wor 

ist, During that time she had ample opportunity sit 
ser presided over “the master.” According 
the book jacket, Miss Moore excells acting and 
with directing, has had much experience drama coach 
and fluent six languages. that background 
ntly book was inevitable—fortunately, limited 


excellen pages. 

the There short preface Sir John Gielgud and 
foreword Josua Logan which each gentleman 
ewer, from the waist Mr. “S” and reserves brief 


nod appreciation for himself. This followed 
introduction which Miss Moore discusses the art 
the theatre. Only some fifty-odd pages are devoted 
Mr. Stanislavski’s theatrical canons. Yet that limited 


each, 


man and 

ree space, Sonia runs breathlessly through the theories in- 
volving motivation, organization, concentration, relaxa- 
they tion, emotional memory, tempo-rhythm, 
logical states, adaptation and “communion.” 
ser Scattered throughout these words wisdom are lists 


exercises designed aid the aspiring actor. How- 
ever, the book too over-simplified for the student and 


point 


man 

too compact make much sense for the uninitiated. 
The wise reader will skip this one and directly 
nely Stanislavski’s Actor Prepares, one several 
books dealing with the contemporary adaptation “the 
and McGaw. 


Sister Gregory, O.P. 


d. Like 


Harriman, John It’s Your Business 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 182p. $3.50. (Ila) 

this short volume, Mr. Harriman poses the problem 
chan facing the United States its world trade. finan- 
cial advisor and journalist for many years (he began 
oy. with the old New York World, has been investment 
riticism: counsel and free lance writer matters financial, and 
Krupp ispresently the financial columnist for the Boston Globe 
work with nightly radio commentary) particularly 
alarmed that developments Europe and Asia since 
light 1957, with their effects just becoming evident our 
vay the balance payments, will seriously hurt the United 
the way States its ability export goods, with the resultant 

insight, drain our gold stocks. 

1957, which set the European Common Market, 
commonly called the “Inner Six” (France, West Ger- 
goes many, Italy, Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg). 
then describes the Free Trade Area, organized 1959, 
cussion’ commonly called the “Outer Seven” (Britain, Sweden, 
orway, Denmark, Austria, Switzerland and Portugal). 
both cases, shows that these alliances for com- 
mon benefit world trade have greatly increased the 


ability these countries trade among themselves, 
tariff free, well export the United States and 
other countries low prices. also points out that 
Japan, result the Dodge Mission 1948, capped 
the Korean War, has brought herself industrial 
eminence the East. 


The net result has been increasing imports from Europe 
and Japan. Sewing machines, typewriters, bicycles, 
autos, cotton cloth, tableware and transistors are but 


oes not 
ywever, 
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few examples. The reverse also true, that that 
American and Canadian exports Europe and Asia 
are diminishing. illustrates this the aluminum 
industry, where local production France and Russia 
make impossible compete due low costs and 
tariffs. And not cheap goods that Europe and Asia 
are exporting, the past, but goods increasing 
quality and efficiency. 


The result course, with unfavorable balance 
trade, outflow gold from the United States. 
Our gold stock has decreased from 24.5 billion dollars 
1957 almost billion today. addition, there 
are some billion dollars foreign deposits this 
country that could converted into gold demand. 
outflow gold would take place dollars are con- 
verted gold due lowering interest rates budget 
deficits, both which are means combating re- 
cession. 


With this pessimistic outlook, Mr. Harriman then brings 
two possible developments. First, Russia. there 
clash between that country and Red China, she 
might possibly mesh with Europe and make second 
rate economic power. broader community 
nations might develop for world trade, particularly 
through the United Nations. the “Sixes” and 
“Sevens” become “Thirteens” then the will have 
greater difficulties foreign markets. Why not then, 
have the and Canada join the “Thirteens” and 
the same time retreat from the protectionist policy 
now The big thing fear, says, 
organization Europe economically that does not in- 
clude us. 

The material bit heavy, but for one acquainted 
with basic economic theory who alive present 
world conditions, there much provoke serious 


thought. 
Herman Senker, 


University Scranton 


Slaughter, Frank The Land and the Promise 
World. Sept. 15,1960. $3.95. (IIb) 

The subtitle, “The Greatest Stories from the Bible” 
explains the book. The jacket design very similar 
that used for The Greatest Story Ever Told, and 
perhaps intended companion piece, but the re- 
semblance purely accidental. 


Doctor-turned-author Slaughter has produced twenty- 
nine books the last nineteen years, many Biblical 
subjects, and the background research for these the 
basis for the present book. succeeds bringing 
life such far-off figures Adam and Eve, Samson and 
Delilah, Elisha, Caleb, the Queen Sheba. His New 
Testament character sketches, with the exception 
St. Paul, are less satisfying. 


the five sections the book, three are devoted 
the Old Testament. Dr. Slaughter’s knowledge the 
land and customs both the Jews and their neighbors 
add color the stories, which read easily the 
author’s novels. The New Testament stories show the 
same familiarity with Judaic life. Much emphasis 
put St. Paul’s part the early days the Church, 
that overshadows the other Apostles, and al- 
most the same importance Our Lord. 
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The essential flaw the book mars both parts. Dr. 
Slaughter’s theology strange mixture. Toward the 
Old Testament takes extreme fundamentalist 
point view, while discussing the New, inter- 
prets, and even changes, events fit his thesis. far 
artistic unity concerned, the same air should prevail 
throughout. far theology concerned, neither 
acceptable the Catholic. The most glaring omis- 
sion Dr. Slaughter’s failure clarify his position re- 
garding the Divinity Christ. the chapter His 
baptism, inferred that only then did realize His 
divine mission. 


The Land and the Promise interesting reading—as 
book stories, not bible history. would probably 
not shake anyone’s faith, but because what might 
called its theological irregularities cannot recom- 


mended. 
Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Fleming, Thomas Now Are Enemies 
St. Martin’s. 359p. $5.00. 


(Literary Guild 


This detailed account the Battle Bunker Hill 
another example treatment depth single inci- 
dent and while better done than most recent works 
the same type still rather confusing. the 
author had limited himself closely the battle the 
numerous details would have been bewildering enough, 
but the addition several chapters general back- 
ground and many side remarks and reminiscences about 
the persons and issues involved make the story more 
difficult follow. Many the individual scenes are 
dramatic and thrilling reading but they not add 
coherent picture. Brief sketches Prescott, War- 
ren, Putnam, Howe and other prominent participants 
are vivid and lifelike adding note human interest 
the story. Mr. Fleming quietly debunks number 
popular legends Bunker Hill and recalls many 
forgotten little known facts that historic event, 
and stressing the overall plans and intentions the 
leaders both sides, makes clear why the clash devel- 
oped where and how did. The wealth detailed 
information shows much patient research 
prove valuable source material for the historical 
specialist and the amateur Revolutionary War buff but 
some ordinary readers are apt tire of, what seems 
them irrelevant details before getting very far into the 
story and miss some exciting and entertaining read- 
ing. The book has imposing bibliography and 
good index and will welcome addition the col- 


lege library. 
Gallagher, 
University Scranton 


Sheeran, James 

Confederate Chaplain: War Journal 
Edited: Joseph Durkin, Sept. 13, 1960. 
168p. 
“Is there anything new that can written about the 
Civil You cannot help but ask yourself that 
question you see the formidable bibliography this 
subject any library. But this present book proves 
that there can be. the diary journal Re- 


demptorist priest, Rev. James Sheeran, who served 
chaplain the Army Northern Virginia from 
1865 and was attached the 14th Louisiana 
ment. 


Almost every day while the Service Father 
recorded his impressions what had taken 
whether bitter battle, meeting with General 
Stonewall Jackson, Ewell with the men the 
was fearless and outspoken his denunciation 
gambling, profanity, and the more serious vices among 
the men. Though born Ireland was 
Southern his sympathies, and had some caustic 
marks for the Yankee prisoners who questioned the 
righteousness the Confederate cause. But 
the field battle, when ministering the 
and the dying, made distinction between the Blu 
and the Grey. 


Some scenes this journal will long remembered: 
the cheerfulness the soldiers during the retreat from 
Gettysburg, how Father Sheeran averted panic when 
Yankee shell fell outside the church where was 
preaching, his none-too-flattering comments the 
the unusual manner which was taken prisoner 
1864, the indignity which was subjected the 
“Slave Pen” Baltimore, and, finally, his two 
able and times stormy interviews with General 
Sheridan before was given his parole and returned 
the Southern lines. 


Rev. Joseph Durkin, congratulated for his 
skillful editing the diary and for providing the his 
torical background the events which Father Sheeran 


-has recorded. This “must” book for those inter 


ested the Civil War, and what American not? 
gives picture this titanic struggle that you not 
find any the general histories biographies that 
have hitherto appeared. And think that everyone 
who reads will agree with the closing sentences 
Bruce Catton’s preface: “It has been said that the Con- 
federate soldier was one the most rugged 
ists American history. rugged any them, 
surely, was this chaplain. good get acquainted 


wtih him.” 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Donald, David 
Charles Sumner and the Coming the 
Civil War 
Knopf. Sept. 392 xxiv $6.75. 
The publisher boasts this magnificent biography 
one our most distinguished historians, covering 
the life the powerful, complex and almost 
dedicated Senator from Massachusetts birth 
1811 down the firing Fort Sumter.” Only the 
word, “almost,” before the adverb “fanatically” can 
questioned this reviewer, who otherwise agrees wit 
the publisher. There never appears quite clearly that 
Charles Sumner was only “almost” anything: 
did, and all extremely well told these pages 
more than compétent and learned craftsman, there 
little lead the reader conclude that was only 
“almost” but rather “entirely”! might add that 
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found the subject and his influence local and na- 
affairs during this catastrophic period Ameri- 


can history both powerful and inspiring, even definitive; 
but failed garner from the account that Sumner 
was frightfully complex. There can doubt 
his fanaticism many the troublesome issues 
between Whigs, “conscience” and otherwise abolition- 
and fire-eaters. Know Nothings, Republicans, Bos- 
ton nabobs and Boston Irish, Free-soilers 
Nebraska men, Garrisonians and moderates (including 
Lincoln); among them all, the senator from the Bay 
State most easily identifiable and obviously conspicu- 
ous, but hardly bundle complexities. once heard 
the life Sumner given capsule form, thus: “He 
was bitterly opposed slavery, but doubtful 
ever gave negro glass water.” 


Mr. Donald his remarks the Preface, (p. x), notes 
that the reader may feel “he has gone much too far 
exploring the depths Sumner’s mind, and others may 
object that has not explicitly discussed such ultimate 
questions the causes the Civil War” and concludes 
that “because the complexities Sumner’s person- 
and career” had better leave generalization 
more competent hands. This procedure may well 
correct; but thorough reading has failed impress 
that all mysterious. From these pages Sum- 
ner emerges clearly the embodiment the sincere 
and self-anointed man with mission, marked with the 
stigmata righteousness, much more dangerous foe 
than Garrison and his Liberator, Wendell Phillips and 
his oratory, Yancey and Rhett with their secession 


talk. 


Professor Allan Nevins says that “the scholarship 
surefooted, the narrative style supple and vivacious, 
the tumultuous period richly pictured,” and these 
observations are all true. This volume the eve 
the Civil War centennial will surely take its place 
the list superior histories the men who caused that 
bloody strife. Its appeal will universal—scholars, 
students and all thinking Americans above and below 
the Mason-Dixon line could well spend the hours read- 
ing this man, Sumner, and his contribution for good 
ill our national story. course, will the 
subject heated controversy and endless arguments, 
just its subject was many decades ago. Sumner’s 
the Whig-Democrat coalition and how was 
elected Senator, the infamous beating “Bully 
Brooks,” the brooding loneliness inherent the man, 
the burning ardor which permeated his anti-slavery 
soul, vividly and excellently told Mr. Donald 
makes this book highly recommended. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Lockwood, Charles and 

ans Christian Adamson Tragedy Hondo 
Chilton. 226p. $4.95. (I) 

Fourteen destroyers were making what would normally 
have been routine run from San Francisco San 
Diego, conducting engineering trials route. The 
selected would take them through the Santa 
Barbara Channel, necessitating large change course 
the eastward shortly after passing Point Arguello. 


247 


The destroyers were steaming column, “standard 
distance” 250 yards, making knots. that forma- 
tion, that speed, each destroyer passed over the spot 
previously occupied the next ahead matter 
minutes. 


The night was foggy, with following wind and sea 
which the destroyers rolled and pitched heavily, mak- 
ing accurate steering difficult. knots, soundings 
were impossible wtih the equipment available them 
1923; reduce speed take soundings would have 
ruined the engineering trials then well the way 
completion. Radio direction finding was its infancy 
and was means generally accepted, which—in its 
then state development—was more than was 
expected. Such modern aids navigation radar 
and Loran were many years the future. Because 
the existing bad weather, there had been accurate 
determination their position since passing Ano Nueva 
Light more than eight hours earlier. 

Thus, the turn into Santa Barbara Channel had 
made “dead reckoning.” continue too long 
the course then being steered would mean grounding 
the rocks San Miguel Island, where the Pacific 
Mail steamer “Cuba” had come grief less than twenty 
four hours earlier; turn too soon would mean piling 
the even rockier shores above Point Arguello. 
The turn was made too soon. 


That not one, but seven, ships were complete losses 
while two others escaped with minor damage was 
direct result the destroyer doctrine “follow the 
leader.” True, the Squadron Commander had the best 
facilities and was the only one who could, without 
violating instructions, get radio information not avail- 
able the others. But this was peace time operation; 
the individual commanding officers were still responsi- 
ble for the safety their ships, even though the greater 
responsibility for the safety all the ships the for- 
mation was that the squadron commander. 


Much has been made the question when 
commanding officer must cease obey orders order 
save his ship. The question will always one 
judgment. 

The authors have gone into considerable detail, includ- 
ing much interest from many the survivors, well 
arranged that the result graphic and moving account 
the incidents preceding the tragedy and the hero- 
ism the survivors the doomed ships they sought 
safety for themselves and their shipmates. 


They also cover some detail the steps taken the 
time and later prevent recurrence the disaster. 


The one sour note the narrative the repeated infer- 
ence that one the division commanders, now dead 
and unable refute the implication, had, out pique, 
failed question the position reported the Squadron 
Commander when his own ship’s navigation not only 
differed but actually indicated danger. any question 
danger existed, the narrative states, the doctrine 
“follow the leader” may have influenced the division 
commander, but suggest that withheld such vital 
information out pique does not seem worthy either 
the authors. 

The story replete with tales individual heroism, 
such that the commanding officer the “Young” 
who stopped long enough when leaving his wrecked 
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ship say prayer for those who had lost their lives 
the wreck. The skill and caution necessary avert 
disaster were, Admiral Nimitz points out the 
“Foreword,” wanting Honda, “but there was lack 
courage and bravery the face great danger.” 


The book well worth reading and recommended 


for all. 
Moses, 
Captain, Navy (Retired), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Frank, Gerold Zsa Zsa Gabor 
World. Sept. 20, 1960. 308p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Gerold Frank, who has been successful collabora- 
tor the autobiographies famous women who have 
reached the heights and depths experience, namely, 
Lillian Roth, Diana Barrymore, and Sheilah Graham, 
has now written another glamorous woman, Zsa Zsa 
(Gabor, one need mention her last name). Zsa 
Zsa Gabor, however, Mr. Frank has evidently decided 
treat his subject lightly. Here have crying 
today tomorrow, problem drinking, devoted 
attachment brilliant man. Instead, have Zsa 
Zsa, who was born into glamorous circumstances 
Budapest, glamorous parents; who grew one 
three glamorcus sisters; and who has managed live 
glamorously and remain beautiful throughout her life, 
which has taken her from Hungary, Turkey, Cali- 
fornia, New York. 


one reads Zsa Zsa Gabor, one can almost hear Zsa 
Zsa spilling out her life story her quick, nervous, 
magpie manner. True Zsa Zsa (or Mr. Frank) has been 
frank and candid the presentation her life, but 
whether this true picture the woman behind the 
glamorous facade matter conjecture. Can 
woman utterly egotistical and egocentric Zsa 
Zsa appears be? Here are some quotations picked 
from various sections the autobiography: “In any 
other country, dear, you would have been queen?” 
opened the Daily Express the morning after our 
arrival see picture under the flattering caption: 
‘Elegance Arrives from Turkey’.” the society 
columnist wrote, ‘Mrs. Burhan Belge is, think, the 
most beautiful woman have ever seen most fair, 
with huge lustrous eyes and perfect mouth.” 


are given inkling the real Zsa Zsa the 
beginning the book when, speaking her child- 
hood, Zsa Zsa comments, was afraid many things 
but kept them myself. show fear, admit that 
was hurt, reveal true feelings, pitied— 
this could not bear, then now.” 


The reader given only few chances take Zsa 
Zsa seriously. Once, when she tells her reaction 
the birth her only child, Francesca; again when she 
speaks her concern for her family and countrymen 
when Hungary was overrun the Nazis during World 
War II. The latter experience, plus the break-up 
Zsa Zsa’s marriage Conrad Hilton, necessitates Zsa 
Zsa’s sojourn sanitarium for treatment illness 
which she does not spell out but apparently 
nervous breakdown. 

The balance Zsa Zsa’s story—after she embarks 
career movies, night clubs, and television, well 


Best 


known through the publicity she has received. 
marriages Hilton, George Sanders, and romance 
with Rubirosa, General Trupillo, etc. have also 
given the full treatment the press. Zsa 
relates her love life, however, she does with 
cheek and comes through very chic and amusing 
The lapses convention are glossed over lightly 
Zsa Zsa who was incensed when, after the episode with 
General Trupillo, someone was quoted the preg 
saying that she was “the most expensive 
Zsa Zsa) grew more and more furious. 
done nothing wrong, work earn living, hurt 
Zsa Zsa Gabor, the autobiography, will probably have 
the same appeal that magazines, such Glamow, 
Mademoiselle, etc., have for the general female public 
—an escape from the home, the office, the school room, 
the store, etc., into artificial, sophisticated world, 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Burgess, Thorton Now Remember 
Little, Brown. Sept. 20, 1960. 338p. $5.00. (1) 


The first book ever read myself was Peter 
avidly did devour the book that reappeared the 
library the same day and asked for another, only 
learn that had wait till the morrow. That 
habit was born and thank stars that the right 
age, was seven), got hold the right book the 
right author. 


The present autobiography reveals Mr. Burgess, now 
eighty-six, simple, humble, hard-working man with 
extraordinary reverence for life, for excellence and 
for making the world better place live in. Like one 
Tolkien’s hobbits, seems soft butter the 
outside and tough tree-roots the inside. Having 
lost his father the age nine, knew sorrow, hard- 
ship and hard physical work early life Cape 
but the boy also learned joy and the true value 
that when his chance came his early thirties, 
dared impart his discoveries others and found, 
his surprise and satisfaction, that not only children but 
adults, even very learned ones, were fascinated his 
stories and the good they could do. His output 
been fabulous: over books and more than 
bed-time stories. 


People who like put their finger today’s troubles 
point out that the difficulties man’s 
tion from nature. The stories Mr. Burgess could 
great deal remedy that. only hope that 
present age not too sophisticated for Mr. 
The present contains not only background 
terial from his early life, insights into child 
and introductions many his friends, but even 
new animal characters, is, for example, Houdini the 
snake. Thanks, Mr. Burgess, for another job well done 
This book for everyone young heart who 


keep that way. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
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Annie 


Jahoda, Gloria 


Houghton. Sept. 337p. $4.50. 


Many first novels suffer from inbalance between 
the author’s richness and multiplicity idea, and his 
skill. attempting only write simple 
love story with colorful historical background, Gloria 
Jahoda has avoided this occupational hazard. 


Annie primarily portrait (valid but not too pro- 
found) woman who had wait almost lifetime 
united her beloved. Social class distinction 
was the barrier which separated Annie, orphan 
child, ward the parish and bound servant, from 
Francis Bickley, the grandson the lord the manor. 
She comforts him when crippled, shares his adoles- 
cent dreams and his awakening emotions, and then 
buries their hopeless love marry footman the 
manor. Annie’s husband dies embittered the 
edge that despite his gentle love, she has never had 
whole heart give him. Annie buries her love, wel- 
comes and befriends the two unhappy wives Francis 
brings home the manor, and cares for his children, 
feeling way that they are her own. passionate 
woman, who also prudent and unselfish rather 
rare figure fiction today, and pleasant change from 
the voluptuous heroines one expects historical ro- 
mances. 


The other characters Mrs. Jahoda’s colorful canvass 
are less fully realized than Annie, with the possible 
exception the old Sir Francis Bickley, born com- 
moner, who hard work, shouting and cruel deter- 
mination, established chain draper’s shops, and 
dragged his family painful ladder wealth, noble 
position and manor estate. Like many strong men 
fathered weak children who eventually brought the 
empire created ruin, ruin only Annie, his least 
servant was able retrieve. 


Drawing family documents from her Norfolk an- 
cestry, Gloria Jahoda has done smooth job integrat- 
ing great deal 17th century English political and 
social history into her novel. the rise and fall the 
Bickley draper business, she shows how fortunes were 
built this period, how business was conducted, how 
labor was treated, how the death Cromwell and the 


tise and extravagance King Charles effected the eco- 


nomics that time. her picture daily life 
country estate, the food, the clothing, the furnishings, 
the fairs, the market days, the weddings, the harvest- 
ings, she draws minute picture 17th century life for 

peasant and aristocrat, and reveals this period 
atime almost fluid and troubled our own. 


Although Gloria Jahoda certainly Prescott, her 
nnie entertaining and informative piece work 
which probably will enjoy long, modest popularity. 
Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Paloczi-Horvath, George 
Khrushchev: The Making Dictator 
Brown. Sept. 21, 1960. 314p. $4.95. 
a 


The author this study the rise Nikita Khrush- 
chev the Communist Party full leadership the 
Soviet Union and its satellites, was himself active 
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communist his native Budapest, whence fled 
London ,announcing his disillusionment with Soviet 
communism. has had the advantage drawing 
upon Soviet documents made available him 
London, announcing his disillusionment with Soviet 
ward story that leaves question the reader’s mind 
that lifelong apparatchik who has used native 
cunning and political astuteness fight his way 
from the ranks position where now can no- 
where but where the Party tells him, unless wishes 
accept demotion which will mean death well. 
The manner which maneuvered the labyrinthine 
corridors the Stalin regime should proof enough 
that nobody’s fool. Not the least advantage 
this biographical study the evidence Paloczi-Horvath 
produces show communism work. 


Brief Comment 


Grant, Michael The World Rome 
World. Sept. 17,1960. 322p. $6.50. 


The president and vice-chancellor the Queen’s Uni- 
versity Belfast, begins this lavishly illustrated study 
with sketch the rise the Roman people 
133 B.C., then devotes the major portion his work 
the following three hundred and fifty years, 
217 A.D., exploring the impact the vast empire made 
upon the world and the changes that its imperial nature 
made Greek, Asiatic and “barbarian” cultures 
were subdued and absorbed into the fabric which 
changed from republic empire, from government 
aristocratic Senate dictatorship under all too 
powerful caesars. The various classes people the 
empire, the philosophy and religion, the art and archi- 
tecture Rome and its writers are presented suc- 
cessive chapters. This valuable addition his- 
torical works Rome for college and public libraries, 
and should prove appreciated book for gifting. 


Payne, Robert The Splendor Greece 
Harper. Sept. 14,1960. 200p. $5.95. (Ila) 

Another splendidly illustrated book, this most aptly 
described “traveler’s grand tour” the Greek 
archipelago and the Greek Islands, with evocative de- 
scriptions the land and sea scapes, the architectural 
remains ancient Greece and their significance dis- 
closing the mythology the Greeks and their 
sophical ideas. After preliminary chapter “The 
Splendor,” sort brief history the rise and golden 
age Greek culture, centering the period Pericles, 
fifteen chapters are devoted each specific area, 
including Mycenae, Phaestos, Olypmia, Delos, Delphi, 
Athens, Eleusis, Corinth, Patmos and Rhodes. End- 
paper maps the eastern Mediterranean, handsome 
photographic reproductions and Index combine 
make this attractive, enjoyable volume. 


Smith, Goldwin The Heritage Man 
Scribner. Sept. $12.50. (Ila) 


This ambitious and the whole successful “his- 
tory the world” from the Stone Age the present, 
admirably written Professor History Wayne 
State University, (Ohio), illustrated with numerous 
maps and with photographic reproductions. The work 
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divided into four parts, the first covering the “ascent 
man” the collapse the Roman empire the 
west Europe; the second turns the far east 
India’s golden age and traces developments through the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance and the Reformation 
the emergence national entities; the third covers 
the Industrial Revolution the nineteenth century; 
the fourth covers the nineteenth century and the first 
sixty years the twentieth, with final chapter 
“The Condition Man” which poses some the 
gigantic problems that face mankind now and the 
immediate future. bibliography and 
index make this valuable quick reference work; but 
the concept and the accomplishment the chal- 
lenging task that makes this exceptional book that 
easy read, informative and objective. 


Jessup, John K., Adlai Stevenson and others 
The National Purpose 


Holt, Rinehart Winston. Sept. 12, 1960. 146p. $2.95 
(paper, $1.50). 
The ten essays gathered together this volume ap- 
peared with one exception, (by James Reston), Life 
magazine, the editor which, Henry Luce, supplies 
brief foreword the collection. John Jessup, Adlai 
Stevenson, Archibald David Sarnoff, Billy 
Graham, John Gardner, Clinton Rossiter, Albert 
Walter Lippman and James Reston are 
the authors the essays, each exploring the need for 
re-evaluation American philosophy and goals, the 
need for restatement what our ideals and objectives 
will nation. Not all the essays have the same 
impact, although all are, each its own way, valuable. 
Mr. Reston’s, written for and first printed the New 
York Times, trenchant and clearly thought out 
any the others. Mr. Stevenson’s, Mr. Lippman’s, 
and Dr. Graham’s seem have sharper point view 
than, let say, Mr. Sarnoff’s and Mr. MacLeish’s. 
any rate, this book should widely read and libraries 
could, purchasing several copies, actively promote 
its circulation. 


Bishop, Jim Some Very Best 
All Saints. Aug. 29,1960. 270p. $3.95. (I) 

the some thousand thrice-weekly columns which 
reporter Jim Bishop has turned out over the past three 
years, 144 samples are here inclosed between boards, 
and they make pleasant casual reading, snatch here 
and snatch there. They are marked all clarity 
writing, sly and sometimes wry humor, and pleasant 
air identity with the subject being presented. 
would pointless try enumerate the subjects 
writes about: just about everything and everybody 
under the sun material for this fifty-two year old 
author such successful books The Day Christ Died 
and The Day Lincoln Was Shot. 


Jarvis, Arthritis and Folk Medicine 
Rinehart Winston. Sept. 19, 1960. 179p. $2.95. 


The unpredictable success Vermont Doctor Jarvis’ 
Folk Medicine, which has been the best seller lists 
for over year, will very likely guarantee wide sale for 
this volume, which might well styled “honey-and- 


apple-cider-vinegar rides again.” Dr. Jarvis presents 
observations the probable causes and 
favorable the incidence rheumatoid arthritis, 
painful calcification joints the human body, 
the therapeutic powers honey and apple-cider 
preventing and alleviating the disease, well 
other “folk medicine” remedies found helpful. 
efficacy long-used home remedies certainly not 
overlooked these days antibiotics and othe 
pharmaceutical developments. But Dr. Jarvis would 
surely, one the first advise that arthritic 
tions and their treatment should conducted unde 
physician’s direction and guidance. 


a * 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 


reprinting Gilbert Murray’s The Rise the Gree 
Epic with the prefaces the four previous editions 
the author, and foreword Professor Moses 
one the leading bargains for scholars harves 
fine paperbacks made available this month, (Oxford 
Galaxy GB-41, $1.75; Thucydides’ The Pelo 
ponnesian War the Benjamin Jowett translation with 
forewords Hanson Baldwin and (again) 
Hadas, (Bantam SC-71, $0.75; and Homer’s The 
Iliad the prose translation Alston Chase and 
William Perry, has introduction the 
tors and essay the significance the book 
Herbert Muller, (Bantam FC-72, $0.50; I), are, both, 
well printed and attractively bound Wagner 
Man and Artist, Ernest Newman’s excellent biography 
and critical study should please the ever growing num 
ber music lovers, (Vintage V-107, $1.65; 
should another Vintage biography, Charlemagne: “from 
the Hammer the Cross,” Richard Winston, 
edited Charles Leslie, who also contributes the 
duction, anthology selections from studies 
primitive African, Indian, South Pacific and Amerind 
peoples, with selected bibliography and 
(Vintage V-105, $1.60; III); this collection 
edition and will interest primarily students 
anthropology ... reprinting paperback 
tures the Mind, edited Richard Thruelsen and 
John Kobler, and with introduction Mark van Doren 
will appreciated those who have been following 
the series The Saturday Evening Post, (Vintage 
109, $1.25; cf. p.210, vol. 19) Ben Shahn’s The 
Shape Content, (Vintage V-108, $1.10; 
stimulating discussion art rising young artis, 
based his lectures during term Charles Elict 
Norton professor Harvard University 


The Washington Square Press division 
has added four new titles its reprints English 
classics: Charles Dickens’ The Pickwick Papers, 
1002, $0.90; The Cloister and the Hearth 
Charles Reade, which beneath its surface 
cal novel propagandistic tract, $0.90; Ill) 
Lewis Carroll’s (C. Dogson’s) Alice Wonder 
land, which includes “Through the Looking Glass” and 
“The Hunting the Snark,” with the Tenniel 
tions, (W-257, and Chaucer’s The Canter 
bury Tales, prose translation into modern 
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its Poetry Series Emily Dickinson, for which 
john Brinnin has made the selection, with intro- 
duction and notes, $0.35; and Blake, 
with Ruthven Todd edit. (LB-136, $0.35; ... 
and worth noting here reprint, with the original 
and introduction James Thurber, 
Frank Baum’s ever popular The Wizard Oz... 
Germaine Bree has edited interesting and unhack- 
neyed collection Great French Short Stories, repre- 
authors from the 15th the 20th centuries, 
(Dell LC-149, $0.50; IIb). 


Also worthy mention here are two new titles 
Sheed and Ward’s Canterbury Books, Sin Walter 
Farrell, O.P., ($0.75; and The Catholic and His 
Church Henri Lubac, S.J., ($0.75; Dis- 
adults will also find Phillips’ God Our 
Contemporary readable and inspiring, (Macmillan MP- 


$1.25; 


General Fiction: 

Hervey Allen’s Toward the Morning abridgement 
the first the late author’s proposed trilogy the 
history Pennsylvania’s development the story 
Salathiel Albine, (Dell F-105, $0.50; IIb, cf. 113, vol. 
3)... The Empty Shrine William Barrett, 
(Pocketbook C-403, $0.35; cf. p.318, vol. 
The Travels Jaimie McPheeters Robert Taylor, 
aPulitzer prize-winning novel 1958, (Pocketbook GC- 
$0.75; IIb, cf. p.4, vol. The controversial 
Graham Greene story The Quiet American the far 
East, (Bantam F-2209, $0.50; IIb, cf. p.379, vol. 15) 
The Big Hank Searls, (Dell F-124; $0.50; IIb, 
p.103, vol. 19) Moses, Prince Egypt Howard 
Fast, (Bantam F-2174, $0.50; cf. p.7, vol. 18)... 
Butterfield John O’Hara timed for the release 
the film version, (Bantam H-2104, $0.60; IIb) 
Lorena Frank Slaughter, (Pocketbook M-4182, 
$0.35; cf. p.160 vol. 19) Was Teen-Age 
Dwarf Max Shulman, (Bantam F-2140, $0.50; 
vol. 19). 

lean Paul Sartre’s The Reprieve the second the 
representing the French novelist-philosopher’s 
explanation the background existentialism, cover- 
inga period September 1938 when France was mobi- 
for the inevitable war ;it long and dull, (Ban- 
Paris, Easy Living, trashy subject and 
not too distinguished style, (Bantam A-2115, $0.35; 
Conquering Horse Frederick Manfred makes 
Indian warrior his hero, and the tale for the 
most part refreshing, (Pocketbock GC-90, $0.50; IIb) 
Meyer Levin’s novel girl’s desperate escape 
Nazi tormentors Eva, (Pocketbook C-404, $0.35; 
should please adult Time for Passion 
Mark Howard “original” but only tired re- 
hearsing adultery and uxoricide, (Dell B-171, $0.35; 
Dudintsev’s New Year’s Tale, 
(Dutton D-69, $0.95; reviewed elsewhere 
this issue. 

General Non-Fiction: 

Aimed the voting public the reprint Chester 
Bowles’ The Coming Political Breakthrough, which 
contains, appendix, the text the 1960 Demo- 
Party’s platform, (Ballantine F-430K, $0.50; 
Warburg, labelled book for Americans pre- 
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voting age,” (Doubleday, $0.95; The Divine 
Wind the story the Kamikadze pilots Japan 
World War II, told two officers the Japanese 
Navy, Captain Rikihei Inoguchi and Commander 
Tadashi Nakajima, with Roger Pineau. This was pub- 
lished only the United States Naval Institute pre- 
viously the S., (Bantam F-2122, $0.50; ... 
Leo Katcher’s The Big Bankroll tells the story Arnold 
Rothstein, (Pocketbook C-392, $0.35; Ila, cf. 454, 
vol. 18) For Plain Harry Golden, (Pocket- 
book M-5021, $0.50; cf. 153, vol. 19) Roy 
Campanella’s It’s Good Alive, (Dell F-108, $0.50; 
cf. 243, vol. 19) Effective Public Speaking 
Herbert Prochnow reprint the author’s “The 
Toastmaster’s and Speaker’s Handbook,” (Washington 
Square W-260, $0.45; Guide Tropical Fish 
complete handbook the tropical fish fancier will 
require The Art Dating Evelyn Duvall 
and Joy Johnson practical and sane advice for 
parents and young people, (Pocketbook, M-4173, $0.35; 
Betty Cornell’s All About Boys directed 
rather the young ladies advice how attract 
male interest, (Pocketbook 6019, $0.35; Dear 
Mr. Congressman another variant Juliet Lowell’s 
collection supposedly authentic letters politicos 
Washington, (Dell D-378, $0.35; Ila) Larousse 
Poche French dictionary entirely French and 
such should helpful French studies, (W-1025, 
$0.90; I). 

Drama and Theater: 

Seven plays the Belgian dramatist Michel 
Ghelderode, (translated, with one exception, George 
Hauger, who also provides introduction, contains two 
three act plays, “Barabbas” and “Pantagleize,” four one 
acters, including the controversial 
and “Lord Halewyn” play scenes that seems 
better suited television than the theater. Mr. 
Hauger also includes some selections from “The Ostend 
Interviews” give some perspective the nature 
this playwright, (Mermaid Dramabook 19, $1.95; 
The Dark the Top the Stairs, William Inge’s 
success which soon released film version, 
(Bantam A-2164, $0.35; IIb) The Prodigal Jack 
Richardson, variation based the Orestes myth, was 
off-Broadway success last season, (Dutton D-59, 
$1.35; IIb) The Folger Library edition two more 
Shakespeare’s plays, edited Louis Wright and 
Virginia LaMar, Richard the Third, (W-120, $0.45; 
Henry the Fifth, (W-111, $0.45; I). 

Samuel Johnson Shakespeare, edited 
Wimsatt, (DB-22, $1.25; I), collection excerpts 
from Johnson’s writings Shakespeare including the 
the 1765 edition the collected works, notes 
various the plays, and other pieces Ronald 
Peacock’s The Poet the Theatre, (DB-23, $1.45; 
discusses Eliot, Henry James, Grillparzer, von 


Hoffmansthal, Shaw, Chekhov, Synge, Yeats, Hebbel 


and Ibsen, Goethe and the plays George Buechner 


David Magershack’s study Chekhov the 
tist almost classic work this influential play- 
wright, (DB-24, $1.45; IIa) Mark van Doren’s 
poignant The Last Days Lincoln, (SD-1, $1.75; I), 
should make this play more familiar college and 
little theater groups The strange play which startled 
Harvard and which now headed for New York pro- 
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duction, Dad, Poor Dad, Mama’s Hung You the 
Closet and I’m Feelin’ Sad, Arthur Kopit, 
(SD-2, $1.35; IIb), zany concoction its title 
would indicate John Howard Lawson’s Theory and 
Technique Playwriting endowed with new In- 
troduction but our review copy puts pp. 255-286 be- 
tween xxx and 31; suggest you check before 
buying, just case, (D-25, $1.95; The Tulane 
Drama Review, (Autumn 1960), besides several stimu- 
lating articles contains one act “legend” Paul 
Arnold and adaptation Norman Shapiro 
Georges Feydeau’s titled “Going Pot.” 


Mystery and Suspense: 

The Defense Does Not Rest Edna Sherry, (Pocket- 
book 6033, $0.35; cf. 141, vol. Fair 
(Erle Gardner’s) Beware the Curves, (PB-6024, 
$0.35; cf. 291, vol. 16) Knock Three-One- 
Two Fredric Brown, (Bantam A-2135, $0.35; IIb, cf. 
168, vol. 19) Adam’s Fall Jason Ridgway, 
(Pocketbook M-4189, $0.35; Date with 
Dead Man Brett Halliday Mike Shayne adven- 
ture padded out from novelette “Dead Man’s Diary,” 
(Dell D-374, $0.35; IIb); and only for those who are 
not now sick-and-tired the brandy-and-blondes 
business... Fair, (E. Gardner’s) Crows Can’t 
Count D-373, $0.35; IIb), featuring 
the Lam George Tabori’s The Goo 
One, (Pocketbook $0.35; IIa), set West 
African colony, with policeman’ wife kidnapped 
Don Tracy “original” with setting occupied 
Germany and the murder redheaded adulteress 
making things tough for the MPs, (Pocketbook M-4176, 
$0.35; IIb) Exit Dying Harry Olesker combines 
sex and murder with Broadway background, 


not-so-good potboiler, (Dell D-376, $0.35; IIb) 
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Best 


Jack Ehrlich puts parole officer 
mixing him with the wife one his 
(Dell B-154, $0.35; IIb), and difficult 
whether this suspenseful just Mr. 
character, that vice-versa? (B-165, $0.35; 
William Fuller’s private eye, Brad Dolan, has 
atropic adventure Local Talent, the reprint title 
was originally “Goat Island,” (Dell B-153; 


Advance Ratings 
(Complete reviews will appear the October 
Metalious, Grace 
Messner, Sept. 24, 1960. 280 
Allen, Addison New England Gothic 
Chilton. Sept. 28, 1960. $3.95 
Snow, Strangers and Brother 
Scribner’s. Sept. 27, 1960. 309 $4.50 
Samuel, Maurice The Second Crucifixion 
Knopf. Sept. 19, 1960. 373 $4.50 (IIb) 
Dohen, Dorothy Women Wonderland 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 29, 1960. 264 $4.50 (I) 
Banning, Margaret Echo Answers 
Harper. Sept. 1960. $3.95 
Hirschburg, Cornelius The Priceless Gift 
Simon and Schuster. ‘Sept. 26, 1960. $4.95 
Lewis, Norman Darkness Visible 
Pantheon. 16, 1960. 256p. $3. (IIb) 
Chilton. 29, 1960. 314p. $3.50. (IV) 
Memmi, Alber 
Orion. Sept. 26, 1960. 174p. $3.50. 
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